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3.11 Courses and classes

3.11.1 Subjects of study

Subjects of study — courses — frequently end in xué ‘study; learning’ (cf. xuésheng);
however, when a subject consists of two or more syllables, the xué is optional. Here are
some examples:

shuxué (numbers-study) mathematics
lishi<xué> history
wuli<xué> (things-principles)  physics
Jjingji<xué> economics
weénxué (language-study) literature
gongchéng<xué> engineering
guanlixué management

Tiyu ‘physical education’, however, is more ‘sports’ than a subject of study, so it does
not usually occur with xué.

3.11.2 Talking about classes

a) Classes, courses, sessions:

Many words function as both nouns and measure words. K¢, for example, as a noun
means ‘subject; course’, but as an M, it means ‘lesson’. M’s only appear after numbers
(or demonstratives), and are optionally followed by nouns: yi ge <xuésheng>; zh¢i ge
rén, yi kuai <qidn>. But where there is no number (or demonstrative), there will be no
measure words:

Jintian méiyou ke.
K¢ hén nén.
Méiyou pijit le.

[I] don’t have class today.
The course/class is tough.
[We]’re out of beer!

Nouns may be counted with different measures, each conveying slightly different
nuances. K¢, as a noun meaning ‘subject’ or ‘class’, for example, can be counted with the
M mén (whose root-meaning is ‘door’) when the sense is ‘a course’; with jié€ (root-
meaning ‘segment’) or tdng (root-meaning ‘hall’), when the meaning is ‘a class session’.

word ke tang jié mén ban

as NOUN subject hall segment door session; class
as M. lesson class class course/subj | [flight etc.]
Examples

M: mén Zhei ge xuéqt, ni you ji mén ke? How many courses do you have

N: ke Wo you si mén ke. this term? / I have four.
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N: ke Jintian hai you biéde ke ma? Do [you] have other classes today?

M: tang Hai you lidng tang. 1 still have two more.

M: jié Jintian you ji jié? How many [classes] today?

N: ke Jintian méiyou ke. I don’t have any classes today.

M: jié Na, mingtian ne, mingtian you Well, what about tomorrow, how
J171€? many [classes] tomorrow?
Mingtian zhi you yi jié: shuxué. Tomorrow, I just have one —

mathematics.

N: ke Jintian you ke, késhi mingtian There’s class today, but not
méiyou! tomorrow.

M: ke Zhe¢ shi di-y1 ke This is the first lesson.

M: ke Yigong you sanshi ke. There are 30 lessons altogether.

Besides the noun k¢ ‘class’, the noun ban, whose root meaning is ‘shift’ or
‘session’ (cf. shangban ‘go to work’), is also relevant to the subject of taking classes.
Large sessions (or ‘lectures’) are daban; small sessions (or ‘sections’) are xidoban. These
are counted with the general-M, gé:

Yigong you wi ge ban,
liang ge daban, san ge xidoban.

[There are] five sessions altogether,
2 lectures and 3 sections.

Like ké&, ban can also be a M, but not for classes or the like. Ban is common as a
M for trips of regularly scheduled transport, such as busses and airplanes: Xingqiyi-san-
wul you yi ban. ‘There’s a flight/bus/train on MWF.’

b) ‘Taking’ classes

In the examples under a), ‘taking a class’ was construed as ‘having a class’: you wii mén
ke. However, you should be aware that just as English allows the option of saying ‘how
many courses do you have’ and ‘how many are you taking’, so Chinese offers options
with shang ‘(attend) take’; and [particularly in Taiwan] xit ‘(cultivate) take’, along with
you ‘have’:

Ni zhei ge xuéqi shang / you / xid
ji mén ke?
Wo shang / you/ xiii wii mén.

How many courses are you taking
this semester?
I’'m taking 5.

3.11.3 Moveable adverbs (dangran; yiding)

a) Dangran ‘of course’

Dangran, like yigong, is classed as a moveable adverb, because some of the positional
requirements of typical adverbs (such as the requirement of a following verb) are relaxed:

30



Learning Chinese: A Foundation Course in Mandarin Julian K. Wheatley, MIT

Libaiwl you ké ma? Are there classes on Friday?
Dangran, méitian dou you ke. Of course, there are classes everyday.
You zuoye ma? Any homework?

Dangran you zuoye, meitian Of course there’s homework,

dou you zuoye. there’s homework everyday!

b) Yiding ‘for certain; for sure’

Xingqiliu yiding méi ke ma? Is [it] certain that there’s no class on Sat.?
Xinggqiliu, xingqitian yiding For certain there are no classes on Saturday
méiyou ke. and Sunday.

Yiding is especially common in the negative, bu yiding ‘not necessarily’, when it
often stands alone. Frequently, bu yiding can be followed by a comment beginning with
youde ‘some’, literally ‘there are some of them [which]’:

Kaoshi dou hén ndn ma? Are the tests all difficult?
Bu yiding. Youde hen nan, Not necessarily. Some are difficult,
youde bu nan! some arent.
Xuésheng yiding hén 1éi ma? Are students necessarily always tired?
Bu, ldoshi hen lei, xuésheng No, teachers are tired, students aren’t
bu yiding. necessarily.

Exercise 9.

Express the following:

. In all, you’re taking 5 courses this semester, and they’re all hard.

. In Beijing, November isn’t necessarily cold but July is certainly hot.

. You have lots of classes on Tuesday and Thursday, but only one on Wednesday.
. The lecture has 120 students, but the sections only have 12.

. The mathematics teacher isn’t too strict, but the tests are hard.

. You don’t have any more classes today.

. You were nervous yesterday, but you’re okay today.

. The physics teacher’s very strict, so I’'m nervous in class.

03O\ LN kW~

3.11.4 Question words as indefinites

Question words in Chinese have two faces: they can function in questions (corresponding
to the wh-words of English — ‘who’, ‘what’, ‘where’, etc.), and they can function as
indefinites (corresponding to ‘anyone’, ‘anything’, ‘anywhere’, etc.) So shénme, in
addition to its interrogative use, can also mean ‘anything’ in a non-interrogative context.
The sense is often ‘anything in particular’:
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Me¢i shénme wenti.
Me¢i shénme gongke.
Xiexie ni 1ai ji€ wo.
Méi shénme. Hen jin!

Duibugi, ni xing shénme, wo wang le.
Meéi shénme. Wo xing Zou.

[I] don’t have any questions [in particular].

[We] don’t have any homework
[in particular].

Thanks for coming to pick me up.
[1t]’s nothing — it’s close by.

Sorry, what was your name — ’ve forgotten.
That'’s all right. My surname’s Zou (sic!)

Many more examples of question-words used as indefinites will be encountered in later

units.

v

Jia
Yi

Jia

Yi

3.12 Dialogue: courses and classes
Jid and Yi are classmates at school, chatting over breakfast before going to class.

Ei, ni hio, jintian zénmeyang?
Hdi hdo, hai hdo.

Ni jintian méng bu mang?
Heén mang.

Weishénme?

Yinwei you kdoshi.

Y o6u shénme kaoshi?

Zhongwén kaoshi.

Hi, how are you? How’s it going today?
Fine, fine.

You busy today?

Iam!

How come?

Because I have a test.

What test?

A Chinese [language] test.

Na mingtian ne?

Mingtian méiyou. Mingtian hai hdo.
YoOu gongke ma?

You, dangran you.

Zhongwén, gongke dud bu dud?

Hen duo, késhi hén youyisi!

Well how about tomorrow?

None tomorrow, tomorrow'’s fine.

Do [you] have any homework?

Sure, of course [we] do.

Is there a lot of homework in Chinese?

There’s a lot, but it’s interesting.
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Jid Hén nén ba! It must be difficult.
Yi Bu tai nan, hdi hdo. It’s not so bad, it’s fine.
Jid Ni hai you shénme biéde ke? What other classes do you have?

(you still have what other classes)

Yi Jintian, hai you wuli, shuxué, 1 still have physics and maths today,
mingtian you lishi. tomorrow I have history.
Jid Zhdongwén méitian dou you ma? Do you have Chinese everyday?

(Chinese daily all have Q)

Yi Xingqiyt dao si dou you, Everyday [from] Monday to Thursday, not
Xingqiwil méiyou. on Friday. (Monday to Thurs all have,
Friday not-have)

Jid Zheéi ge xuéqi yigong shang You’'re taking 4 courses altogether this
si mén ké ma? semester? (‘this M term altogether take...”)

Yi Yigong shang wii mén, hdi you tiyu. Five altogether; there’s PE as well.

Késhi tiyu méi shénme gongke. But PE doesn’t have any homework.
Jid Wi mén ke, yiding hén 1¢i. Five courses, [you] must be tired!
Yi Hai keyi. [1] manage.
Variations:

Instead of: Ni jintian mang bu mang?

Jintian ni jin<zhang> bu jinzhang? Are you nervous today?

Jintian ni 1¢i bu 1¢1? Are you tired today?
Jintian hdo ma? Are things okay today?
Ni shii<fu> bu shiifu? Are you comfortable?

Instead of: You kdoshi.

You gongke. There’s/[we] have homework
YOu zuoye. There’s/[we] have an assignment.
Y ou baogao. There’s/[we] have a report.

YOu shiyan. There’s/[we] have a lab.
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Exercise 10.
Here are some sentences written by students learning Chinese; identify the likely
mistakes and explain (if you can); then correct them.

*Women hai méi chi le.

*M¢éiyou kaoshi mingtian.

*Zhou, ni ¢ bu €?

*Mingtian you shénme kdoshi? / Mingtian méiyou.
*Chi fan le ma? / Hai méi ne? / Wo y¢. (‘Me neither!”)
*Ta hén haochi.

*Mingtian shémme kaoshi ni you?

Nk =
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