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3.3 Third set
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2+5 4+3 1+7 3+7 4+1
bié wang fei chang jia bén
don’t; other  forget not often home; family (root; stem)

sS\/

I AT

& &
LN

" %

7+7 5+10

\ A Y4 } % E—
2+7 1+4 2+6 7+0
shuo de; déi dian hua ma i
speak; talk  DE; must electric words; 1g (number) inside; in
Notes

a) 7| has the ‘knife radical’ on the right (cf. %] dao ‘arrive’). The core meaning is
‘separate’ with the knife suggesting a line of separation; hence ‘other’ and ‘don’t’.
b) % organizes the same components as ‘[, ie the heart radical and the phonetic
- wang, but arranges them vertically rather than horizontally. If = on the right
side of the graph is ‘a container busily hoovering up things that need doing’, then
placed above the heart, and empty, it represents ‘those things you forgot to do’.

¢) 3k, an older negative; the graph may represent two sides in opposition. &
contains the cloth radical 7 (said to be a drawing of a kerchief and also found in
78 -¥ maozi ‘hat’) and the phonetic element %) shang, seen in % shang * &
ching » & dang.

d) & contains & shi, an archaic word for ‘pig’ (derived from a drawing) placed
beneath the ‘roof radical’.

¢) &, now ‘wood’ but originally ‘tree’; /& marks the stem or trunk, hence the M-
word for ‘books’ (— A& %), and by extension, ‘root; origin® (& 2k ).

f) 3t is sometimes printed as #it, with the upper right-hand strokes written as /\.
#t shud, the verb, obviously needs to be distinguished from 3% hua, the noun. The

latter contains & shé ‘tongue’ (protruding from the mouth @), so ‘words;
language’. In many cases, you can be guided by the order of the words,
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verb+noun: 3%, 3%. But note that the reverse order can also appear in certain
syntactic constructions, eg: F Bl £ 3{13R4F o

g) % pronounced dé, is a verb meaning ‘obtain’; untoned, it is the particle (+de)
that connects verbs with a SV phrases; pronounced déi, it is a modal verb
meaning ‘have to; must’.

h) The form of the graph Z Ii, with phonetic 2 Ii inserted into the radical & yi
‘clothing’ (cf. & and ), recalls another sense of the word, ‘lining of clothes’,
that is clearly related to the meaning ‘inside’. The graph is also written 72, with
the same components organized horizontally — the clothing radical on the left of
the phonetic. The simplified graph isolates the phonetic element, with the result
that the two words, i ‘inside’ and ‘mile’ get written with the same graph, 2.

Kiinming: locksmith (¥, -F&2-% dianzi péi[yao]shi ‘electric match-key’) [JKW 2002]

3.3.1 Phrases

A =T ST EHw 0 A
biérén wang le bié wang le feichang Ribén
KL AT AE A WHATIRATF AR
jiali dou wang le bié keqi shud+de hén hio nali
LS ¥ —Zi3s hi
bénlai yiqian xianzai ér san dé liu dianhua
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5 I AT

haoma feéichang hio

737 oK

bi¢ shud le Ma jia

3.3.2 Set 2 in fantizi

L& ShE
Shanghai waiguod

=1V =3
Béijing Yingguo
T4 B4
bu cuo hai hao

BT Bk H 7y

cong shénme difang

ZK%H
san bén sh
AP TAF

shud+de bu hdo

N

S 1%

hai bian
LBl
Sichuan shéng
#HER
cong zuodtian

JEM

Guangzhou

KA IE

méiyou dianhua

T

bu xiang qu

)

Sichuan

g

nan bian

dao jintian

b EIE

dongbéi bian

Julian K. Wheatley, MIT

EROE S
wo de jia

XA L

bt tai youming

Tix AR
bu yudn hén jin

LIS ER £k

li zhér dongbéi
el 2R
béi bu zhong bu
Al 05 AR R

li X7’an hén jin

Exercise 3. Questions on the following pairs of comment and response:

Fo TRKRE  REFS -

F :

g :

K

Ay

Reg4 - AT -
ARG F IR 2

IRF B X ILRIZT, ?
P LHLAFIRAT -

R ¥, 1% 5 74 IR, 7

A B Ave?!

Bl i ERZIL HET o

s KR ME -

5 WL FIFTAT -

7+ RE :5-6021; FH ¢ 13501 102130

M A RRBAA BRARTA
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IR AE LK Bl ANAIEwH o — A=A %
AT -

I

ke REBE - AST o £ ARG RWERZ -

2 XIJLHERARIE? F: XIURA FFAETSH A
ARIT VAMIZ I 2 0 TR KIT ©

K RGFEAST o B ook KFT 0 LREAFATAT
Questions

1. I EREAE

I AL 7

G A FALLETRIL

HF B IXLIZ NZ 7

b4 209 P AT E AAF 2

769 H FID 7 5 R 2

AR FEAD ? ATARD KT 2K 7
IMRAUELH#H?

e HEAME ?

10 4TS HAILIETIL ?

11 FAPSHERRIE?

12 R ZAFHRAD? AL LIER 0

S

N S A
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")

349
he
drink

2+0
ji
how many

Notes

-
.
(12
349

ke
thirsty

A

3+10

R

3+4
kuai
piece; $

3.4 Fourth set

%y

duoshao
many few

7

1+5
zai
again

ﬁ]u

8+8 6+0
% N
5+5 4+0

gian jian
money see; meet

W

Julian K. Wheatley, MIT

a

4+0 5+1
jin bai
a catty 100

a) "B hé and & k& share the phonetic element & gé. ‘Drink’ is suggested by &

‘mouth’, ‘thirst’ by ¥ ’water’.
b) % ') is composed of the opposites ‘many’ and ‘few’; the former is made up of
¥ X1 ‘evening’; the latter is based on /I~ xido ‘small’ (from which it needs to be
distinguished). For %, reduplication suggests many.
¢) /T, was originally a drawing of an axe (now 7 fil); early weights were
apparently shaped like small axes, hence modern ‘catty’. For & ‘100°, cf. &

‘white; surname’.
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d) #% apparently composed of A& and 7~ (the latter possibly originally phonetic).
‘Cups are not make out of wood.’

e) /& is composed of 7 and B you (as phonetic). ‘Liguor in a bottle with a bung;
the horizontal dash in the bottom is sediment.’

f) A again’: ‘a plunger for setting off explosives, blowing up bridges, which have
to be built again’. Contrast & ‘at’. &, ‘see’ is actually the same root as the 3, of
I 7&, the latter originally meaning ‘cause to be seen; be manifest’, hence ‘now’.
g) A\, originally a drawing of a gourd on the vine (?), appears as radical in a few
graphs for words associated with gourds (%1).

h) % the radical is the top left cluster of three strokes. 4 contains X, gé ‘spear’
on the right, also seen in B. The simplified graph uses JL j1 ‘a stool; bench’,
instead of the much more complicated £%.

i) 3% composed of t, the earth radical, with $ gui as phonetic. 4% is composed
of % ‘gold’, plus the element seen in characters such as . The piled up ‘spears’
(g@) on the right can be regarded as ‘weapons guarding the money’.

j) %%, with the grass radical (on top) and a unique component on the bottom,

which can be regarded as ‘a shed, where tea from bushes or trees (A ) is drying’.

3.4.1 Phrases

Btz /B Y R A
hé shénme hén ké dudshao bu dud hé jiu
K5 —48 ESES "B — T

bu tai k& yibai hé cha he kafei yijin

2 I T~ BB T AR (SN
dudshao gian bu shao bu hé jit liang beéi béizi

12D/ AN Z R AL EI)/N

xigua mugua san kuai qian zai jian nangua
L3t =Z3E &L E YRIL AT
ji kuai gian san kuai qian qian bu dud mingtian jian ji ge laosht
>3 —3E\IN —A=E£ EF S =3
dud bu dud yi kuai xigua yi béi san mao feichang duo san bai kuai
ZE 5 BT —AFAE AE +E G

sanbai bu dud

xigua haochi

yi jin ba mao
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3.4.2 Set 3 in fantizi

aeReT

shiibao bi¢ wang le

FEIRA

dianhua haoma

FFEK

feéichang jinzhang

w8 R 05

liang ge dongxi

LB T T

IR

feichang re

5443 7T 44
shud+de bt cuo
B 0 id

Zhdngguo xInan bian

2FIFEHE

chezi feichang gui

83 AR

yijing chifan le buguo haishi hén ¢

A BB KA L5

Ta you ge Ribén rén de mingzi.

Exercise 4

AH
1]/

— . (ping)
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R FHAN =T

ni de shoujT bié wang le
KL N2 2o =
FRAXE
bi hai zai jia i

ROAERE

dongxi zai jia lf
# H'F x guj B &

cong zuotian dao mingtian

RN e

shud waiguo6 hua hén nan

eERRT 2R

Julian K. Wheatley, MIT

FwR

feichang lei
2N
Ribén
RAA 4
tianqgi bu cuo
Al AL
FE W K

feichang e

FIR AR

Yijing qilai le, danshi hai méi chifan.

L £ T8

Wi = —
ZHHHE—

Jr

WAL H—

B 3VIE — A

— =+ B3R

— B+ 24K
i AP 321
i it 22 3
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AT —A~ A3k

Fr —A~ — 8+ a K

4 —3e (bi) e el

£ — R (zh) F 4 7 L4

P AR —4 (fen) — =

AR —1 SRR
Questions

1.

10.

11

12

GINGFE D 2 S — 2 AR EH— %2
R ANE LB ? FFED 2 LMK ? —FF S 52

N %.@}L\fﬁ'ﬁ/g C AP ER - FELAHNTG ? @I
TR ? SV~ AR —AINA LR 2

PEABE  MEEAABMTZ? ARILAEBTE ? B — 8
o

—MARILIAR T AL o oo 0 —ARJU3R? R T ATD 7 A £
&) pofed R 5D 2 o iR AR VS 2

EFEH—HEAPTE LR ? RELEPED?

tRegit P EGED ? FED 0 giF 5 SR ?
EEAPLIRBTEE 7 FEAR?

XEFHR SR LREAFRETAE ?A » AT HR 7
— MR ? — AT I ? BMATRAL T T R 2
FPEAG: « BRI AEBAE LB ?

FEABL : « RBD?AF oA « ZEAELIRL?
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13 50 M-S AaTE S Y

14 AEASRGRTD? AL R ZPET? ETER? RAL
T2+ Bk ?

Barber at the Saturday market on the Dali to Lijiang road. [JKW 2005]
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