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Project purpose

– Our purpose is to construct a psycho-geography of urban 
Boston according to people’s favorite places in the city.

– We used Debord’s Theory of Derive as an inspiration and 
general framework of our project.

– We enfolded within the dérive the idea of survey, as 
generated from an earlier conception of our project. As 
such, the critical elements of the project were the acts of 
interacting with  participants, eliciting information from 
them, and recording their responses.

– The project result did not take the form of a traditional two-
dimensional map. Instead, we sought to generate a multi-
media representation of our journeys and interactions.

First Trials: Survey Questions
1. What is your favorite place in Boston?

2. Why is it your favorite place?

3. Could you give us directions how to get there from right here? [hand paper and pen]

4. Do you live in Boston?  (If so, how long?)

5. Where are you originally from?

6.   [Question asked by previous person]

7.   [Explain that that was the question the last person provided]   
What would you like to know about the person we talk to next, at your favorite place?

8.   [Tell them we’re going to follow their directions and go to their favorite place now]       
Are you willing to provide us with your cell phone number in the event that we get lost? 

9.   Can we take a picture of you? 



TRAIL START: Studio

North End

Fenway

Interview 2
From NH, Where’s your 
favorite place in NH?

Interview 1
Where are you from?

Interview 3
NH liquor store, Who is your 
favorite Sox player?



Boston College

Interview 4
Shilling, What’s the last  

vacation you took?

Interview 5
Went to Brazil, Where from?

“But don’t call, my wife will think I’m 

cheating again!”

Interview 6
NH, What’s your favorite thing 
to do in a thunderstorm?

Boston Common

Fenway



Second Trial: Survey Questions

1. What is your name and how old are you?

2. What is your favorite place in Boston? (why?)

3. How do we get there from here?

4. What is your favorite song?

5. What question would you like to ask the next person 
we meet?
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