Cl: “Persuasion in Action.” Bring in sonme exanple of an
attenpt at persuasion, i.e., an exanple of rhetoric in
everyday Ilife. It could be an advertisenent, a speech,
something a friend said, a newspaper article, part of a
| ecture, an image, etc. What distinguishes this attenpt to
persuade from other objects that share the sanme nediunf?
(For example, what nakes this inage/text persuasive while
sone other images/texts serve a non-persuasive end?) How
does it go about its attenpt at persuasion? To what extent
does it succeed? What difference does its medi um nake? Does
it exert some influence or have sone effect that is not a
matter of persuasion? The idea is not to answer each of
t hese questions, but to approach your exanple critically,
to have thought about what it neans that this thing is
(trying to be) a persuasive thing. Be prepared to present
your exanple and analysis of it to the class, given about
two m nutes.

C2: The Phaedrus. You have been divided into groups of (at
| east) three. Each group is responsible for answering all
of the following questions. Your answers wll form the
basis for discussion in Tuesday' s class. Though you can
certainly divide the questions anmong the individuals in
your group, Yyou should discuss these answers as a group
before class, so that any of you is prepared to answer any
of the questions. The witten response to each of the three
sections should be about two paragraphs, no nore than one
doubl e- spaced page.

1. Plato wites in this peculiar form a dialog with nore
than one character. Wat inpact does this have on the
strength of his argunents and what inpact on the
nature of his project?

2. Plato wites three speeches on love. Wiat is the point
of having three speeches, what |esson do we |learn from
this multiplicity of speeches? In the speech Plato
seens nost conmitted to, Socrates outlines a theory
about how souls are |ike horses and riders, galloping
around the wuniverse. Does this imge have any power
over us nodern readers? Wiy or why not?

3. Plato argues that the wultimate rhetoric 1is that
rhetoric inscribed on the soul of a man. Wat does
this nmean, and do you buy it?

Finally, each group should find one argunment in Plato’ s
dialog that seens effective and one that does not seem



effective. Be prepared to offer these exanples in class and
di scuss why they were or were not effective argunents.

C3: For those not participating in the debate, wite a
singl e paragraph on the D1 debate topic, offering a sketch
of one argunent you find nost persuasive for either side of
t he debat e.

C4: Proposal for A3. Please wite a proposal outlining your
plans for the essay, A3. The proposal should be no nore
than one doubl e-spaced page, about two nediumlength
par agr aphs. Your proposal should specify which technol ogy
you plan to | ook at and where you will find the exanples of
rhetoric relating to that technology. You should also
indicate at |east broadly what your thesis mght be or why
you think this will be a good choice of technology. Please
email to nme your proposal by Saturday, Novenber 6, at noon.



