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Source: Discovering Plate Boundaries by Dale S. Sawyer.

http://plateboundary.rice.edu/home.html


Courtesy of NASA. Image in the public domain.
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Courtesy of NASA / Eric Lindstrom. Photograph in the public domain.

http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/blogs/fromthefield/2012/09/18/plastic-ocean/


Courtesy of NASA. Image in the public domain. 4
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Courtesy of NASA. Image in the public domain.
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Courtesy of NASA. Image in the public domain.

17



-7000

-6000

-5000

-4000

-3000

-2000

-1000

0

-1500 -1000 -500 0 500 1000 1500

W
at

e
r 

d
e

p
th

 

Distance from Ridge [km] 

ATLANTIC

PACIFIC

SWIR

18



Hot,   = 3300 kg m-3 

Cool ,   = 3400 kg 

m-3 
  

h2 ~ kt

h ~ kt

© source unknown. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative
Commons license. For more information, see http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/.
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Courtesy of NASA. Image in the public domain. 21
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Courtesy of NASA. Image in the public domain. 22



© American Geophysical Union. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative

Commons license. For more information, see http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/.

Source: Tucholke, Brian E., Kantaro Fujioka, et al. "Submersible Study of an Oceanic Megamullion in

the Central North Atlantic." Journal of Geophysical Research: Solid Earth (1978ï2012) 106, no. B8

(2001): 16145-61.
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