Learning Chinese: A Foundation Course in Mandarin Julian K. Wheatley, MIT

% — 3% Di-erke

Lesson 2

th—%A > o+ &RT o
Ta y1 wo bdi, ta shi wo qian.
Others 1 me 100, others 10 me 1000.
Characterizing one’s determination to outdo others to succeed.

2.0 Review

Fantizi ‘traditional characters’

ki z
AR AR e | e dr T 52
BE RIS RRRET o KA o IR B G ?
HSRIFT > 2LERKE o NECLELIETH?
LEEIET o % LT,
R A R ? BA o ARR?
AR=F5E? .. LA KR ZFRAR > —RE
=R EA S —RA o AR
RXET ! FAPIARAR A !

a) Compound characters

As noted in Unit 1, the majority of characters can be resolved into two immediate
constituents which, allowing for minor modifications, can stand alone as characters in
their own right. The configuration of constituents can be horizontal (f/&), vertical (%), or
clustered (E/B gud ‘country’). The most recurrent of these constituents are the radicals.
They serve as tags for classifying characters into groups for purposes of retrieval (in
dictionaries or filing systems, for example). Thus, compound characters with the radical
@ koéu ‘mouth; entrance’ can be grouped together: vz, + ¥4 » v§ » °R; or those with &/
1 yan ‘speech’: 3t/3% » 3%/7& » #5/1% » #/1k o The radicals have names, based on
either their position in the character, or their meaning: thus @ koéu ‘mouth; entrance’ on
the left is called kouzipang (‘mouth-character-beside’) in Chinese, or ‘the mouth radical’
in English; @ (yl ‘rain”) when it appears on the top of a graph (&) is called ytizitou
‘rain-character-on top’ in Chinese, or the ‘rain radical’ in English. Here, for review, are
some of the Unit 1 compound characters organized by radical:
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Note: Where the combining form of the radical cannot be printed on it own, the
equivalent free form, if one still exists, is given in parentheses, if no free form is current,
the parentheses enclose a blank.

radical general Chinese name examples
character meaning
A wood; tree muzipang AR

muzitou %
=) mouth; opening kouzipang wg/vL s OR, vy,
H sun rizipang BE > BH
=/ speech yanzipang /IR
% woman nlizipAng SRS ¢
(AN) man; person rénzipang o AR AP
(ZK) water sandianshui IR

3 dots water

() tongzikuang J& » ()

‘tong’-character-frame

(Z) movement zOuzhipang FZ/T
/% food shizipang BRI 0 AR/ IR
() heart shuxinpang e

vertical-heart-beside

A silk jisosIpang &/ %
twisted-silk-beside

(K) fire sidianshui B/ A
four-dots-water
shuanglirén iR FF (do)

double-stand-person

S
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7T
4+5
shi
be

\\\\’

9~10+0

—

3+0

ma
surname
horse

5

2+5
nan
male

2+5
Chén
surname

2.2 First set

By 4 B

543
de

‘SNS,

7R

3+8

K

3+4
Zhang
surname

3+0
ni
female

»

-
v &

7+8

N -«

7

248
shéi ~ shui

who; whom

Julian K. Wheatley, MIT

6+5
di

ordinal

1
s
3+7
3+4
zhé ~ zhéi

this

3+0
xido
small; young

AR

8+3

8+2
dou

all; none

Hong Kong: 37 ya ‘pledge’, the sign for pawn shops. [JKw 2004]
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Notes

a) & ‘be the case’, like B and Bf, assigns H ‘sun’ as radical (in this case
combined vertically with ) . One [nonsense] account of the graph goes: ‘the sun,
over the horizon (the horizontal stroke) feeding sustenance (‘being’) through the
vertical pipe — with a valve — to mankind (A)’.

b) The graph 4, said to originate as a drawing of a woman, appears as ‘radical’ in
4 xing ‘surname<d>’ , 4 ta ‘she; her’, and 4F hdo ‘good’. ¥ ‘man; male’ is a
compound graph, with the elements & tian ‘field’ and # 1i ‘strength’ arranged
vertically (lookmg vaguely like a “‘man working in the fields’). In colloquial
speech, nan and nii appear in compounds such as nande and niide, with de
representing the possessive and attributive marker (ie, ‘the male one’ and ‘the
female one’).

¢) % di introduces the ‘bamboo’ radical, which when appearing on top is called
zhuzitéu ‘bamboo-character-on top’. The radical appears in graphs associated
with bamboo (eg # - kuaizi ‘chopsticks”) or with properties of bamboo such as
segmentation (#3/¥ jié ‘segment; program’) or splitting (% xido ‘laugh’). The
‘body’ of % contains § gong ‘a bow’, which appears as the assigned radical of
5k /7K zhang

d) /1> xido ‘small’ is to be distinguished from *}> shdo ‘few’. The stroke order is
dominant (the gou-stroke), followed by left and right di&n — as in the body of 1}
ni.

¢) The surnames: % ‘horse’, originating as a drawing of the animal, is used for its
sound value in "% and 4%, but is assigned as radical in graphs used for words
connected with horses, such as & chi ‘to speed; gallop’ or & gi ‘to straddle; ride’
(cf §2.5.5 below). The graph B/, also a surname, contains /4 dong ‘east’
(use for its sound value) and a radical called ‘left ear’ in Chinese: zu6’érdud. Its
right hand counterpart, seen in 4F dou, is called you’érdud ‘right ear’ and is
considered a different radical (and in fact, has a different source character
historically). 5k /7K, the last of the three surnames introduced in this set, contains
5 gong ‘abow’ (seen in %), and &/ chang ‘long’, used for its sound value.

f) The right hand element of 3, 4£ (pronounced zhui on it own), which occurs in
a family of characters that includes #f tui ‘push’ (cf §2.7), should be noted as ‘8
strokes’ in order to distinguish it from another commonly occurring element in
compound characters, /% zhu ‘live’, with only 7.

g) The element on the left of 12 (sometimes printed with two dots instead of one)

is a left-side version of a more complex graph, &, whose core meaning is
‘stopping and starting’. As a radical, it goes under the name of zéuzhir, and
appears in graphs such as % ying ‘welcome’ and iZ jin ‘near’. &, which is given
radical status when it appears on the left of the graph (or at the bottom), forms the
core in this case. Notice that when it is a core element, = does not simplify to i
as it would if it were the radical; instead, the graph X wén ‘language’ (see §2.2
below) is used (iX ), presumably because its first two strokes match those of &
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h) # zhé is the root element of a set that includes #% dou, 4 zhl ‘to boil” and 3¥
du ‘to obstruct’. (Can you identify the radicals of each?) Though there is no
simplified version of #R, the element on the right (you’érdud) which is assigned as
its radical, is written with three strokes in the traditional set, but only two in the
simplified. A [nonsense] account of the graph, #f, goes: ‘£ ‘earth’ over H ‘sun’,
connected by a line () ) to suggest ‘all; everything’, with the ‘3’ at the right
indicating ‘all’ 3 states of matter.’

2.1.1 Phrases

LN 7 4y e b % — 5= TRl
shi bu shi nande nlide di-y1 di-san hén xido
RE:= pe TR B IR ey XA
xido Li xing Ma xing Zhang xing Chén shéi de zhe shi...
AR T A= o'y ERND) (ASINEE] W
dou shi bu dou shi nénnil wo de nimen de yé€ shi

Exericise 1
Refer to the table to answer the questions below:

Fxge h? /4 ? ?

Fva A~ HL = 8y AR TR AR o
st A~ HE A Jby T s LEYIRT o
H— A~ HE A Fcdy T & EIRR o

S0 A K 7 %8y AR T 2R TR b o
Y Al RIS RE

& A G A H g R T AR
= A~ IR A 8y IERRE - ARITFT -
o0 A g = H 4y AR EAIR
FAAS dEH = Hhy TR T HE o

Ft+ A~ HE A Fcdy AT AMRT -
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Questions
1o

10 -

F AR IS 2
FEHACLE P T 9
&+ ANdier, T 9

Julian K. Wheatley, MIT

F—ARF GG
§ AT ?
A RAR B 2
vt R TR A Y
Jb b 32T v 7
(AP =0 N =
v, TR A 7
WTFITRA ?
e, TG 7

AR R ?
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