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3.1 First set

F o MW ; n2,

343 343 3+2 343 440 3+4

ming zi Jjiao di fang méi ba

name-character be named; place region beautiful BA

name be called; call [USA] consensus
F‘W . » l% )=
14 9:7_ = ST % ‘;ﬁ
‘Xc N 1\ ﬂ ‘ \)‘

3+8 4+5 3+9 4+6 4+9

E3

N

® T = "

3+5 4+0 1+6

guo ying guo qi xidng qu liang

country hero pass air; spirit think; go 2 [+M]
[England; UK] ever feel like

Notes

a) & contains the elements 7 ‘evening’ (originally a drawing of the setting
moon?) and the ‘mouth radical’ (@ ); for mnemonic purposes, think ‘moon, low in
the sky at evening, so you need to call out your name to identify yourself’.

b) F zi ‘character’ contains -F zi (‘child”) as phonetic; think ‘a pupil under a roof,
studying characters’. (Mingzi means ‘the characters which form the name’.)
Distinguish 5 from F ziand 7 le.

¢) 4 mouth plus ‘4, so: ‘calling out ‘4’ on the golf course’.

d) # is a third character to show 4, as right-side element; cf. &b and 4. The
presence of 4, in these characters seems to have resulted from orthographic
confusion, and does not represent its use as a phonetic element. 3, exhibits the
radical form of L ti ‘earth, called tizipang.

¢) % is a compound made up of 3 ‘sheep; goat’ (with its stem truncated) and X
‘big’, and the usual ordering of its strokes (with X beneath truncated ) reflects
that fact. £ obeys the ‘rule of 5’ if the top two strokes are made to count as a

horizontal.
f) Like many of the other final particles ("3, %, "), "& is phonosemantic, with &,

ba as phonetic, and @ as radical.

g) The inner part of B, 2k, is phonetic: huo. The simplified [ (a Japanese
innovation) has been formed with an entirely different inner constituent, £ yu
(jade), which has neither a semantic nor a phonetic connection to the word gué.
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h) 3z contains ¥ yang as phonetic; the radical is cdozitdu ‘grass character on top’,
a combining form of the graph #¥. £ méi ‘beautiful’ and 3% ying ‘hero’ are
selected for the country names of Méigud and Yinggué both for sound and for
meaning. Students have observed the similarity of 3% to the shape of Britain
(cdozitou representing Scotland, etc.)

1) &, with phonetic element shared by eg 4% gud (a word that comes into English
through Cantonese as a ‘wok’, or ‘frying pan’), substitutes the non-phonetic (and
semantically irrelevant but suitable simple) <} cun ‘inch’ for the complicated % .
j) & has &, as radical; also found with eg the gaseous elements, such as &, ging
‘hydrogen’, 7 ndi ‘neon’ etc. The internal element in &, is 3k mi ‘(husked) rice’,
so the compound graph suggests ‘steam rising from cooking rice’. The simplified
form simply omits the internal element. Contrast %,, with two upper strokes, and
vz, with only one; ‘the other’s been eaten.’

k) #8 contains the elements 48 as phonetic (seen also in #§-F xiangzi ‘trunk; box”)
and ~& ‘heart’ as radical. 48, in turn, contains the basic components & ‘tree;
wood’ and B ‘eye’, both pronounced mu. Think ‘sitting under a branch, eying the
horizon, and contemplating the curvature of the earth’, hence ‘think; feel like’.

1) % looks like a yacht ‘skimming across the water, going from island to island’.
m) W/™ derives from a drawing of a balance (or pair of scales). The innards of
the fantizi and jiantizi differ; the first has X\, which is also assigned as radical, but
the second has A, which is not the assigned radical; instead, the first stroke of the
simplified character, the horizontal, is the assigned radical.

3.1.1 Phrases

P A A 37 £H 2E A & Ve,
mingzi jido shénme difang Mgigud Mgigu6 rén z6u ba

S| Ak A~ XA, *it H A
Yinggué hén xiing qu liang ge tiangi quguo yduming
47V, dzes R E A Bk 7y 4 Hit AAF
hio ba méi chiguo Yinggué rén xing Fang de kanguo b dui

AR E A A7 FPRFHE ORRIFT EX DA
n&igud rén néi ge difang Zhong-Ying zididn  tidngi hio le Yingwén xingming
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3.1.2 Short descriptions

1. G ey BFMEL o PEA AFEE s R AL RE -

LR -

Julian K. Wheatley, MIT

[

2 EFH B BFRY - EEA AL PE PR -

3. BlEW o Fey o ZF UK FEA BERBRKEKR - NAFT -
4. Fwag o ey FEKG AT

=
5. REFREY - BFALT  RE T EA
it £18 0 RAEEEEG K F

6. EEMXA WAAGTG A Ay PER S —4F 0 A

AP3Ty A 2 g sy B o REIR?

Exercise |

INEEEIT o LA R K o

» TP LARMRAT 5 &

Answer the questions given below, according to the information given in the chart:

F- 4 AF B/ MEA? ARELHE? LR TRA?
1 I £ * FEHA KX TR AR
2 s ka ¥ FEHA R & iR T
3 % L 3 EFEA ALAMT TR AT R
4 B ¥R k EBA O REK it T

5 ko HAE F O FEA L R T FPEARR,

6 £ AP * HBEA TATHK it

7 #OMA & EBA &I X "t
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Questions

I.

R e Ft 2 AMEA? RAREZHE? frtidii
T

Bt 2 BEI AT Rty RAF LA R T
WA RELFF T iR TG 7

M0 LA B agve | 2L A T HARTE 28R 7 LA 7 4
UL +}l:ﬁ\/)' d\;#]_ ?

VLG LFHTL? AP RATREGLT ? RALZEAE -
RELAA T 2 A RE2H T REE!?

FEA AR AT Y A ) G F AT A RAEAT b
pr IR TS 7 e E LK ?

AR B AN EHRTD 2 Ryl 2 RLREEA? AT
7 At 752

RAIAR ZAFTGEANFG T RRABREY? AEDD 2

SART. RABLTWHE ...

(‘Three people walk together, then should find a place to have a glass...”)
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3.2 Set2
j t )-‘ 'J—’ ‘\ P
\J
T 2L
2+3, 144 2+6 2+7 6+0 343 3+7
béi Jjing nan X1 an hai
north capital  south west peace sea
- ﬁ ~
342 2+6 3+4 5+4 1+2 1+5
wai dao jin shéng chuan zhou
outside arrive; to be close province (river) admin. div’'n

LA il &

7 mE IR

e

P
8

3+8 8+10 3+10 3+15 8+ 3+8
2+2 2+8 3+4 3+2 5+8 2+8
cong li yudn bian cuo bu
from dist. from be far side mistake; wrong part
Notes

a) Jt béi could be said to resemble ‘two people sitting back to back for warmth
against the cold north wind’, hence ‘north’. 3t can be contrasted with bt (bi
‘compare; than’, as in Fb.4% bijidao), in which the two parts are in line (and
therefore easier to compare).

b) 7., meaning ‘capital’. Think: ‘the gateway to the capital with a slit window
and buttresses’. Chinese cities are oriented towards the south; the emperor sat
with his back to the north. # nan ‘south’, then, might be said to be a drawing of

‘an elaborate southern gate to a city, with observation tower, wide opening, and
customs check beneath’.
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¢) ¥, literally ‘western peace’. Contrast ¥ and v9 (and later /& jili ‘liquor’,
whose right side has an extra stroke). % shows % under a roof, for some ‘an
image of peace’.

d) # consists of ; (the water radical) plus # méi ‘each; every’, originally
probably phonetic, and now also found in eg ‘# hui. Shanghai does not mean on
the sea (which would be hdishang) but ‘rising to the sea’.

e) S| composed of ¥ Xi ‘evening’ (seen also in %) and |~. Think of ‘the wall of
the house, with the moon setting outside’.

f) The right-hand element of %] dao ‘arrive; to’ is the ‘knife-radical’ (daozipang),
a combining form of 77 dao ‘knife’ that appears in characters for words having to
do with cutting, as well as sharply demarcated events, such as ‘arriving’.

g) ‘4 contains ¥ shdo and Bl mu ‘eye’ as radical. 1| zhou was originally a
representation of islands or high ground in a river valley, but came to refer to
towns or administrative centers that grew up in such places. So it is a common
second element for cities, eg & M Guingzhou, # M Stzhou, #¢ M Hangzhou , £
J1] Xazhou. It is also used to translate ‘state’ in US state names: /e Jiazhou
‘California’, #& #1| Dézhou ‘Texas’, B | Kangzhou ‘Connecticut’. The original
graph has been differentiated into | and # (also zhou), with the latter used as
the second element in the names of continents, eg: 3 /M Yazhou ‘Asia’ and ER i
Ouzhou ‘Europe’. )|, without the ‘islands’, shows just the river, and is an old
word for ‘streams’, now associated only with the province of ¥9)1], named for the
four rivers which flow south into the Yangtze River.

h) #£’s core meaning of ‘follow; obey’ is suggested by the two Al in the upper
right — which also form the basis of the simplified character (#X).

i) & is a particularly complicated character (with a total of 18 strokes). The
simplified form (%) drops the traditional radical (4£) and assigns the first two
strokes (on the top) as radical. That element can be viewed as ‘a diagram of a
route, with the first two strokes and x marking the starting point, the lower box
and its contents, the destination, and a line connecting the two, indicating
distance’.

j) #% with the ‘movement radical” and a complex of three components: A, :X and
77 ; the simplified graph seems to be based on the last of those three.

k) 4% cuo consists of the metal (or ‘gold’) radical 4 (cf. 4%) and an element, &,
pronounced x1 on its own, but also found in /& cud and # cud, where its phonetic
value is clearer. 44 has an ancient meaning of ‘grindstone’, which accounts for the
metal radical and suggests an evolution from ‘burrs’ to ‘errors’.

1) i& has % yuén (a surname) as phonetic; the simplified form substitutes a

simpler phonetic 7t yudn (the unit of Chinese currency). it combines the same
‘movement’ radical with the phonetic element /T jin ‘catty’ (see below).
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3.2.1 Phrases
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it Il RS b 4t
Béijing Nanjing X1’an Shanghai Xibéi
g) AR MREER R |
waiguo dao mingtian cong zudtian hén jin béi bian
Bl BT u=plip) M L ARA
Sichuan nanfang Sichuan shéng Guangzhou Guangzhou shéng
SFEA AT AT BiXIL iz AR
waiguo rén cong shénme difang 1i zheér bu yuan nan bu
T %4 #HIbw i ¥le R 51 )L
bt cuo li Béijing dongbéi Dongjing hai bianr
Exercise 2
Answer the questions based on the information given in the chart:
£- @ FEA Hzng AR A AT
FAN £ PEA X A — 8% * 15
= FEA L& AT+ TATH
F— Kk REA Bk PN + B
HL R EEA kv TR * 5]
= |  EEA  Aib A — B + B
kB REA + 1RAT » MR £
H0 5 FEA (RS i KA A RAF £
$va &2 EFEA 4k T k4T kil
2 £ FEA AT A RA 0 A RAF e
5+ 7 PEA v )| H— B AW
fov & FEA W TR =340y
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Questions

1.

10.

F—AAdAt 2?7 RIEA? fHaxs k49?2 ALK AE A
7 kit KED ?

AN RIE? RAT 2T kGG 7 ARILEG R AR TR ?
it sl E T 7

¥ AT 4 7 R RIILEI A Y AT R R AT AT 7tk
iR ED 7

Fva R P E AT ? MZANE A ? AL E AE ZAE 7 Mkt
P E D ?

AT 2 7 A 20T AL A TR UE 4K T
i I E D 7

AR TR ety 7 dE Sy 2R AT ALY K AU B LM
el ey AT ED

FEAT 27 BRI 20T R 2 ALGEARAT 7 fe
kit £ET 7

FAANBEL? R FEAE? A 20FR T AILGRAE?
KL EERA ?

FNANEAT 2 7 BT 23FH5 A ? LG R AE 2 7 kit
EYD ? mERXAELE?

FHATD 7 R P BT LT R T AREE ARG D T
AT R AE LA
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3.2.2 Set 1 in fantizi

%1 H

M¢igud

Yingguod

L Y

chiguo le

%18

quguo

WS N

shénme difang

R A

néi gud rén

AN X R,
méirén tianqi

REARH  WEA

tiangi hén ré lidng ge rén

X R2E A

tiangi zénmeyang
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TS

bu xidng qu
)£t

jido shénme

ARRT

qilai le



