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1.11 SVs and associated function words
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3+3 6+5 3+3 2+5 3+6
hdo lei mang léng hén
be good tired busy cold very
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3+4 3+7 4+6
hai e re le tai
still hungry hot LE too; very
(grand)
Notes

a) SVs: %7 is composed of the female-radical, 4, and T zi ‘child’ (the latter
without phonetic function); often explained as the paradigm of a ‘good
relationship’. & shows ® ‘field’ above and the radical derived from the graph
used for ‘silk’ below: ‘a heavy and tiring burden for such as slender base’. ‘=,
with heart radical (a compressed and truncated version of «&) and © wang as a
phonetic element, can be compared to & wang ‘forget’ with the same elements
configured vertically. 14 /£% is composed of the food radical and the element 3%,
wo, chosen for its sound value. 4, has two strokes (didn and tido) on the left
forming the so-called ‘ice radical’, found in a few graphs such as ik bing ‘ice’.
The right hand element of /4 is 4~ ling, a ‘phonetic element’ also found in & ling
‘zero’. The four strokes at the base of #%/#k ré are a form of the ‘fire-radical’
which, in its independent form, is written X_.

b) ADVs: The graph f& hén ‘very’ is composed of 4 as radical and & gén as
phonetic (cf. & hén, & hén, ¥& gén). Kk tai ‘great’ is K da ‘big’ with the extra
dot. The graph i%/3% is also used for the word huan ‘to give back’, which is
probably the meaning that inspired the traditional graph. The simplified version
substitutes 4~ not for its sound or meaning, but for its general shape which serves
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to represent the complicated right-hand element. (Cf. 3z/3f< huan ‘a ring;
surround’.)

¢) T should be distinguished from -F zi. In the traditional set, the radical
assigned to 7 is the second stroke, the vertical hook; but in the simplified set, it is
the first stroke, whose uncontorted form is &, a radical also assigned to ..

1.11.1 Covering the pinyin, check your pronunciation of the following phrases:

a) Jidntizi ‘simplified set’

| A BT 4 E EPN &A1
sanyué jintian yé hio xing Wang zudtian women
P’ ZE T AHF VPN T4 L
hén 1ei bu & bu hio mingtian hai hio xing Mao
ARAN L F —+4# LA 9H - S Al
nimen jitiyué érshi ri xing Lin mingnian tamen
1R AT AN A 4= T KEZE sl
ni ne tamen bayué hén mang b tai 1&i léng ma
PRz i L+ TR T T T4F A
bui Iéng hén ré jitishi buéle hio bu hio léng le

b) Fantizi (including graphs that have only one form)

HoAPT 1R 2 AT 1R £ BR S A
tamen hén ré bu léng le hén ¢ mingnian women
T BB 4+ B ARAM A RAF
barele dbue xing Zhou nimen léng ma tai hdo
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1.11.2 Reading
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1.12 Action verbs and associated function words

o T

3+0
ii. é;«
7 o
3+4 3+5
fan yijing
rice; food; already
meals
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ke ban
class; lesson (a shift; class)
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T R/X
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1+2 1+2 3+ 1+5
shang xia méi you
on; upper; under; lower; [not] have
go up go down

a) vz, is a compound of ™ kdu ‘mouth’ and the element Z,, pronounced gi on its
own. It suggests ‘mouth, teeth and tongue’. 7k /4% is a compound of the food
radical (whose independent form is ) and phonetic & fan. Hint: ‘customer on
the left with a cap on, with FOOD on the right behind a sneeze shield’. #R/zR
contains the speech radical (Z in its independent form) and & gud (meaning
“fruit’) as an imperfect phonetic element. Hint: ‘board on an easel in a classroom’.
b) Contrast €, yi with T ji, & si, and T yi.

c) The right hand side of the traditional graph, % , is said to derive from the
drawing of a loom used to represent the root meaning of jing, ie “warp [of a
loom]’. From the movements and result of weaving, the word derives meanings
such as ‘pass through’ or ‘regulate’ as well as ‘classic texts’ [cf. English ‘text’
and ‘textile’]. The etymological meaning of the compound €, % is harder to see,
but probably derives from a notion of ‘completing the task’.

d) & (whose traditional form, /%, is only slightly different) has a version of the
water radical on the left (three strokes in contrast to the two of 74) and an
element pronounce shii on the right (with 4 strokes). The graph is also used for the
word mo ‘submerge’, which probably explains the presence of the water radical.

1.12.1 Phrases
a) Jidntizi ‘simplified set’

"LIR " T A ARV
chifan chi le hai méi méiyou ni ne
R &2z AT T3 TRARATF
shangke yijing zou le xiaban fan hén hio
ZAh T EIR IR RPN R E
méiyou le shangke méi ke mingtian hén 1&i
b3 TRk &7 ATEA O TXR
shangban hai méi chi ne yijing chi le z8u le méiyou hai méi
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b) Fantizi ‘traditional set’:

®T 3R F 4T
réle shangké hai hao
BIRIZR TR 1147
mingtian méi ke bu tai & nimen

1.12.2 Reading
a) Jidntizi
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LR e&EAT
chifan yijing zOu le
TR T TRT
buele xiake le

[
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&AF -
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b) Fantizi

Vo

HAHRRR | Z o R TE?

BER > KIET o B 2

B o R 2 KT LELT o

FOR RTELRTH? fol RARNE » B A L3R o

R2h% ? B2 R ERRHA
SRET o

HERARH > S RAAR . SREF  TH o

Exercise 5. Fill in the blanks:

1 o

2 o

KRR AR ? /o AR #eT e
ARARATF o v WTA o/ RAIRITF o

BERT_ A TAFe / MERBRAF o TRASRM_ -
RAEAR > e AR e/ AT AR T KA Ao

KRAF RN » A RAAR o/ BHE 7

vz, TERA? O/ v, o

v & késhi ‘but’

s shi ‘be the case’
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1.13 On the streets
This section appears regularly in the lessons to introduces you to words and phrases
commonly seen on signs, notices, shop fronts and billboards across China (as well as in
Chinese communities across the world). Though notes and annotations are still provided
for them, the focus is on recognizing the combinations rather than writing them.

Aa 0 /7K

rukou chiikou yushui
enter opening exit opening rainwater
entrance exit [on manhole covers]

7l NG RAT
AT

youxian gongsi yinhang
have-limit company silver-shop
CO.LTD. bank
Notes

a) Left leaning X\ has, in earlier notes been contrasted with right leaning A rén,
as well as with balanced /\ ba

b) 'R and 4&/4% are part of a phonetic set based on R that includes f& hén ‘very’

¢) 4T writes two (historically related) words: hang, with a number of meanings
including ‘shop; firm’ and ‘row’; and xing ‘to go; do; be okay’ (as in & 4T).

Don't! pxw 2002]

22



