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FULL (Classical) form — SIMPLIFIED form
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1. Simplification of radicals & other recurring elements:
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2. Simplification by omitting parts:
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3. Substituting a simpler element for a complex one:

a) Simpler element is not a character:
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b) Simpler element is also a character (but not a "phonetic'):

i >1X (X wén)
& — % (L shan; £ xi)
& - (4 ba)

F& -3 () xido)

X (you)

: Bk -3k
B >4

& -4 (& yin)

- A (Hn)

B - E ()

1# -1t (<} cin)

# - *f
i — 28 (& nigo "bird")
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¢) Simpler element is a character (and is a ""phonetic'’):

#& - (P zhong) 38 > F (Fping)

# 528 ({thua) >4 (Fying)

3% =k (Aren) B - (Rji)

B o (JUji) M -3 (FasHrkuai)
i — 3% (3 jing) 5 - (7 jin)

#; iR (Rzhi)
"poor" phonetic : - BB (A-dong)

d) Simpler character of similar sound is substituted (i.e. phonetic

substitution):

& - 11 (11 shi) & - JL (ULji)
-2 (2 #->F (Fan)
% — & (/5 hou)

e) Simpler element is a character, apparently chosen for its meaning

rather than sound:

M o3I (- ba) ‘ 5% 4K (K bén "root; trunk")
- % (& you)



4. Simplification that preserves general shape: ''gestalks"
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5. Other:
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6. Confusing Cases:

a) Complete mergers:
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b) Near mergers:
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(all of 7‘; tou)
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