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Royal Ontario Museum Toronto 
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Pausanias 1.24.5-7 
• The statue itself is made of ivory and gold. In the 

middle of her helmet there is set an image of the 
Sphinx and on each side of the helmet there are 
griffins carved in relief… The statue of Athena is 
standing erect, with her dress reaching to her feet, 
and on her chest the head of Medusa is made of 
ivory. In one hand she holds a Nike about 4 cubits 
(c. 6 ft) tall; in the other she holds a spear; and at 
her feet rests a shield and next to the spear there is 
a snake – this snake would be Erichthonios. On the 
base of the statue the birth of Pandora is carved in 
relief. 
From Pausanias: Description of Greece, with an English translation by W. H. S. Jones and H. A. Ormerod. This material is in the public domain.

3



Pliny, Natural History 36.18-19 

• Shield outside = Greeks vs. Amazons 
 
• Shield inside = Gods vs. Giants 
 
• Sides of sandals = Lapiths vs. Centaurs 
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Image courtesy of Marsyas.
Source: Wikimedia Commons. License CC BY.

New TextThe Varvakeion Athena
2nd century AD 
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Boston Athena 

2nd – 3rd century AD 

MFA 1980.196

Image courtesy of Sebastià Giralt on flickr. License CC BY-NC-SA.
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The Strangford Shield 
 
Roman marble copy 
3rd century AD (?) 
British Museum 1864,0220.18 
 

Image courtesy of shakko.
Source: Wikimedia Commons. License CC BY.
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Replica Parthenon 

Nashville, TN 

Image courtesy of Jim Nix on flickr. License CC BY-NC-SA.
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Image courtesy of Steve Swayne. Source: Wikimedia Commons. License CC BY.
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The Propylaia 
437 – 432 BC 

Image courtesy of Nathan Hughes Hamilton on flickr. License CC BY.
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Image courtesy of Nathan Hughes Hamilton on flickr. License CC BY.

Temple of Athena Nike,
       435-420 BC
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Image courtesy of Thomas Hackl on flickr. License CC BY-NC.
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Image courtesy of Mark Rutley on flickr. License CC BY-NC.

15

https://www.flickr.com/photos/markrutley/6478072605/in/photolist-aSrPhZ-d27RFw-9Ts49y-9TpdTZ-9TqeJ6-eJfFY-eJfGd-eJfFa-nMVb7N-6j9BQ1-8ktAUY-8ktBJs-qR3hkH-r8jgMz-sANsy-6j5odV-6j5oUP-cyH7a-6j9dyJ-9vzMkg-qbEPk6-qQUwU1-r8jiAK-qQT3Xj-6j9izL-8xqqH3-j4xALV-HqvDZ-4icaGL-bpoDqN-68wF6N-7eSuCw-7eSuCA-9BFiPC-7eTFNS-7eTFP1-7eTFP3-5FsJi8-4BSGkn-5Vu9Jz-5eebEQ-7eTFP5-7eTFNW-4i8kcM-eWVbF-hmWen-4i89qv-hmVXX-33BBPN-cyHag


Image courtesy of  Charles Anderson on flickr. License CC BY-NC.
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Erechtheion 
421 – 405 BC 

Image courtesy of  Stephen McParlin on flickr. License CC BY-NC.
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Image courtesy of Dimitris Kamaras on flickr. License CC BY.

Caryatids from the south porch of the Erechtheion viewed from the southeast
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