Things to think about: Engels, Condition of the Wrking C ass

How does Engel s connect the social conflict evident in London
(and other great English cities) with the "marvels of
civilisation" with which it is surrounded (36)? How, if at all
does Engels' characterization of large cities apply to those you
are famliar with?

In Engels' view, what obligation does society have to each of
its menbers? Wiy and how did English industrial society of the
m d- 19th century fail to fulfill that obligation?

VWhat are the inplications of Engels' repeated use of |anguage
that ordinarily refers to donesticated or wild animals to
descri be nmenbers of the urban working classes?

What is the effect of Engels' extrenely specific and detail ed
descriptions? of his constant references to snell as well as
si ght?

Wiy does Engel s enphasi ze the absence of security in the lives
of industrial workers?

On the basis of Engels' account, were honel ess people in the
Victorian period better or worse off than they are now?

How does Engels reveal the intensity of his feelings about the
condi ti ons he descri bes?

What are the |ikely public health consequences of slumlife as
Engel s describes it? the likely "noral" consequences?

Engel s quotes many authoritative surveys of working class life
in various cities. Do these authorities agree in their
assessnments? Wat might have notivated so many efforts of this
ki nd?

What makes Manchester the "classic type of a nodern
manuf acturing town" (54)?

What does Engels nean by a well-planned town? Wy does he
prefer new buildings to old ones?

| s Engel s characterization of the Manchester city plan as
"hypocritical™ on p. 59 justified?

How and why does Engel s enphasi ze the contact between workers



and ani mals (or ani mal products)?

Engel s is obviously synpathetic to the workers whose plight he
describes. Is this consistent with his repeated suggestions
that they are not quite civilized?

How woul d you expl ain Engels' distinction between English and
I rish workers?

What, according to Engels, are the factors that nade working
cl ass consci ousness and cl ass tensions nore acute in the period
when he was witing?

On what basis does Engels accuse English society of nurdering
its industrial workers?

Tenperance activismwas w despread in 19th-century Britain and
Anmerica. Wuld activists have agreed with Engels that for slum
residents "drunkenness has ceased to be a vice"? (114) How does
t he al cohol abuse that Engels describe conpare with nodern

i ssues of substance abuse?

Are you persuaded by Engels' assertion on p. 143 that in Engl and
the "social war is already underway"?

Wiy was the death rate anong working class children so high?
Can you detect Engels' mddle-class sensibilities in his

description of the sensibilities of the poor? What difference,
if any, does it nmake that he was German?



MIT OpenCourseWare
http://ocw.mit.edu

21H.421 Introduction to Environmental History
Spring 2011

For information about citing these materials or our Terms of Use, visit: http://ocw.mit.edu/terms.


http://ocw.mit.edu
http://ocw.mit.edu/terms

