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"Reductionism"
"Reductionism"

�� WhoWho iiss identicalidentical toto whomwhom boilsboils downdown toto

prior and independent factsprior and independent facts

�� LockeLocke waswas thethe ffirstirst toto saysay howhow thisthis

might work: "As far as thismight work: "As far as this

consciousness can be extendedconsciousness can be extended

backwards to any past action or thought,backwards to any past action or thought,

so far reaches the identity of thatso far reaches the identity of that

person."person."



Locke's theory
Locke's theory

� Person A at t1 = person B at t2 iff B 
at t2 can remember (most? some?) 

of the experiences�A had at t1. 
� Does this sound OK? Does anything 

need to be clarified? 



Transitivity Objection
Transitivity Objection

(Thomas Reid)
(Thomas Reid)

General recalls being a dashing young officer.General recalls being a dashing young officer.

Officer recalls being flogged as a boy.Officer recalls being flogged as a boy.

General can't recall being flogged as a boy.General can't recall being flogged as a boy.

Photographs removed due to 
copyright reasons. 

Locke must say G = O, and O = B, but G is not B.

That's impossible! Identity is transitive.




Circularity Objection
Circularity Objection

(Butler, see section 80)(Butler, see section 80)

Is it real memory or seeming memory? It needs to be real to

define identity. But now the theory is circular, because a


memory is "real" only if the remembered person = you.


Images removed due to copyright reasons. 



Neo-Lockeans think they
Neo-Lockeans think they

can answer Circularity
can answer Circularity

�	� SaySay realreal memorymemory presupposespresupposes iidentity.dentity. ItIt doesn'tdoesn't
matter because we can switch to quasi-memory!matter because we can switch to quasi-memory!

�	� BB quasi-remembersquasi-remembers having experiencehaving experience ee�� iff
iff
(i)(i) BB seemsseems ttoo rrememberemember havinghaving ee;;
(ii)(ii) someone really did havesomeone really did have ee; and; and
(iii)(iii) the causal connectionthe causal connection betweenbetween (ii) and (i) is(ii) and (i) is
the same kind as occurs in genuine memory.the same kind as occurs in genuine memory.

�	� How does that help?
How does that help?



Neo-Lockeans think they can
Neo-Lockeans think they can

answer Transitivity
answer Transitivity

�� AllowAllow memorymemory chainschains!
!

�� B aB at tt t22 = A a= A at tt t11 iff there are intermediateiff there are intermediate

people Apeople A11,,……..,A..,Akk such that Bsuch that B

remembers Aremembers Akk's experience and A's experience and Akk

remembers Aremembers Ak-1k-1's experience and's experience and…….A.A11

remember's A's experienceremember's A's experience

�� HowHow doesdoes thatthat help?
help?



Neo-Lockeans also add new
Neo-Lockeans also add new

kinds of psychological glue
kinds of psychological glue

�	� B isB is psychologicallypsychologically connectedconnected with A iff B quasi-with A iff B quasi-

remembers A's experiences and/or B quasi-fulfills A'sremembers A's experiences and/or B quasi-fulfills A's

quasi-intentions, and/or B quasi-regrets A's mistakes,quasi-intentions, and/or B quasi-regrets A's mistakes,

and/orand/or ……

�	�  B isB is psychologicallypsychologically continuouscontinuous with A iff they arewith A iff they are

linked by overlapping chains of psychologicallinked by overlapping chains of psychological

connectednessconnectedness

Images removed due to copyright reasons. 



Neo-Lockean criterion of
Neo-Lockean criterion of

personal identity (1st stab)
personal identity (1st stab)

�� LaterLater personperson BB == earlierearlier personperson AA iiffff

B isB is psychologically continuouspsychologically continuous with Awith A

�� ThisThis seemsseems toto solvesolve TransitivityTransitivity andand

CircularityCircularity

�� CanCan youyou thinkthink ofof newnew problems?problems? WhatWhat

would Parfit say about amnesia?would Parfit say about amnesia?



Next time
Next time

�� WhatWhat ifif AA iiss continuouscontinuous withwith twotwo laterlater

people?!?people?!?

��ReadRead Parfit,Parfit, ch.ch. 11,11, "How"How WeWe AreAre NotNot

What We Believe"What We Believe"
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