24.961 PS-1 Northern German

1. Formulate a rule to account for the alternation between the uvular trill R [ + consonantal,

+dorsal, -high, -low, +back] and the unround back vowel [e] [-consonantal, -high, -low,

+ back, -round]

Tiren
Meere
Ohren
horen

irren

[ty:Ran]
[me:Ra]
[0:Ran]
[he:Ran]
[1Ran]

Tiir [ty:e] door, pl/sg
Meer [me:e] sea, pl/sg
Ohr [o:e] ear, pl/sg.
hort [ho:et] hear, inf/3sg
irrt [ret] err, inf/3sg

2. The dorsal fricatives [x] [+ back] and ¢ [-back] are in complementary distribution. State the

contexts in which each sound occurs. Which sound occurs in the wider range of contexts? What

rule(s) derive the surface phonetic representations?

Licht [lict]

light

Nichte [necta] 'nights'

Biicher [by:ce] 'books'

mochte [meecta] 'wants to'

Eiche [ai¢a]

[c]lemie
[c]larisma
sol[c]
man[¢le
dur[c]

'oak’

'chemistry’
'charisma’'
'such’
'some'

'through'

Bucht [buxt] 'bay'
Nacht [naxt] 'night'
Buch [bu:x] 'book'
mochte [moxta]'wanted to'

Baux [baux] 'stomach'

*[x]emie (* = ungrammatical)
*[x]arisma

*sol[x]

*man[x]e

*dur[x]

3. Assuming the rules so far, how can the following data be accounted for?

fiirchten
durch
Lerche
Kirche

[fyecton]
[duec]
[leeca]
[kreca]

'to fear' *[fyexton]
'through' *[duex]
Tark' *[leexa]
'church’ *[krexa]
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