
In a Symbol there is concealment and yet revelation; here therefore, by Silence 
and by Speech acting together, comes a double significance. And if both the Speech be 
itself high, and the Silence fit and noble, how expressive will their union be!... 

In the Symbol proper, what we can call a Symbol, there is ever, more or less 
distinctly and directly, some embodiment and revelation of the Infinite; the Infinite is 
made to blend itself with the Finite, to stand visible, and as it were, attainable 
there…[Man] everywhere finds himself encompassed with Symbols, recognized as such 
or not recognized: the Universe is but one vast Symbol of God; nay if thou wilt have it, 
what is man himself but a Symbol of God; is not all that he does symbolical; a revelation 
to Sense of the mystic god-given force that is in him…Not a Hut he builds but is the 
visible embodiment of a Thought; but bears visible record of invisible things; but is, in 
the transcendental sense, symbolical as well as real." 
 

Thomas Carlyle, Sartor Resartus. London, UK: Chapman and Hall, ch. 3, 1831 
 

 But the object that most drew my attention… was a certain affair of fine red 
cloth, much worn and faded…It was the capital letter A. By an accurate measurement, 
each limb proved to be precisely three inches and a quarter in length. It had been 
intended, there could be no doubt, as an ornamental article of dress; but how it was to be 
worn, or what rank, honor, and dignity, in by-past times, were signified by it, was a riddle 
which…I saw little hope of solving. And yet it strangely interested me. My eyes fastened 
themselves upon the old scarlet letter, and would not be turned aside. Certainly, there was 
some deep meaning in it, most worthy of interpretation, and which, as it were, streamed 
forth from the mystic symbol, subtly communicating itself to my sensibilities, but 
evading the analysis of my mind. 
 

Nathaniel Hawthorne. The Scarlet Letter. Boston, MA: Ticknor, Reed and Fields, 1850. 
 
 

1. Words are signs of natural facts. 
2. Particular natural facts are symbols of particular spiritual facts. 
3. Nature is the symbol of spirit. 
 

Ralph Waldo Emerson. Nature. Boston, MA: James Munroe, 1836.  
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