
Christian Models of History Writing 

Epistle to the Romans, 13.1-2: 

“Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers.  For there is no power but of God: the 
powers that be are ordained by God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth 
the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation.” 

Gospel of Luke, 4.5-7: 

“And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms 
of the world in a moment of time.  And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give 
thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will give 
it. If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine.” 

Eusebius, The History of the Church, Book IX, chapter ix: 

“Old troubles were forgotten, and all religion passed into oblivion; good things present 
were enjoyed, those yet to come eagerly awaited.  In every city the victorious emperor 
published decrees full of humanity and laws that gave proof of munificence and true 
piety. Thus all tyranny had been purged away, and the kingdom that was theirs was 
preserved securely and without question for Constantine and his sons alone. They, 
having made it their first task to wipe the world clean from hatred of God, rejoiced in the 
blessings that He had conferred upon them, and, by the things they did for all men to see, 
displayed love of virtue and love of God, devotion and thankfulness to the Almighty.” 
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