Lecture Outline

STS.001

SOCIAL & POLITICAL IMPLICATIONSOF THE NEW TECHNOLOGY

A. ThomasCarlyle's“ Signs of the Times™ (1829)

B. Five componentsof the“Mechanical Age’
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Uniformity and standar dization
Work becomes more regimented
Speed

Time-orientation

Theidea of progress

C. Conclusion: theseideasform essential elements of what isnow referred to as
“moder nity,” the modern world view of things.

D. Questions:

a.

Did mechanization deskill workers?
i. Workersnolonger own their own tools (see Smith and
Clancey, pp. 182-83)
ii. SeeMcGaw'sargument in S&C, p. 160

Wereworkers*anti-technology” ? (cf. S& C, p. 162)

What accountsfor the absence of class consciousnessin the Berkshire
paper industry as opposed to its presence at Lowell and Har pers
Ferry? (see S& C, pp. 151, 162-63, 184)

Was*“ quitting” or “leaving” aform of worker protest? --“to better
myself” (cf. pp. 159 and pp. 148-50)

What about gender differences?

i. Women’swork and women'’spay (cf. p. 152 [re. Waltham}; p.
166 [re. Berkshireq])

ii. Working conditionsin the Berkshire Millsversusthose in
L owell?



