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.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERGE
Patent uffu:e

Addrass Only: CDMMISS!DNEH OF PATENTS
Washington, D.C. 20231

Case Docket No. 0425-1~0070

THE COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS
Washington, D.C. 20231

Sir:
Transmitted herewith for filing is the patent application of
Inventor: Martin J. Wolff et al.

For Corn Buttering and Salting Apparatus

Enclosed are:

,__3__,,___ sheets; of drawing.

An ‘assignment of the. invention to Dart Industries, Inc.

D A ceruf:ed copy ‘of a . application. ’

[Zl Associate power of attorney,

CLAIMS AS FILED

) 12) - (6] (a} 15)
BASIC FEE
FOR NUMBER FILED HUMBER EXTRA , RATE $65.00
TOTAL :
CL AIMS 10 - o= : 4] * $2.00 0
INREPENDENT ' .
CLAIMS 1 xs1e00l 1000
TOTAL-FILING
FEE ————— | 75,00
D Please charge my Deposit Account No. i —__ 1in the amount of
$ ‘A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed.

The Commlssloner is hereby authorized to charge any additiopal fees which may
be required, or credir any overpayment to Account No. _ 10-1215 -
A duplicate gopy of this shegt is enclosed.

A check ;zn_ the amount of {__$75.00 to cover the filing fee is enclosed.
X *A check in the amount of $20 i} to cover the Ass:Lgrmen recording fee.
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C'eeﬂﬁ’é?}TTERING AND SALTING APPARABHS! .-

AR S 2 St o

JC}Fleld of Inventlon

This invention relates in general to
.F butter and salt dispensing apparatus, and relates.
in particular to apparatus for applying butter and
salt to a food article such as corn on the cob.

CE}E imtﬂ; Background of therinvention

. : : Buttering a hot ear of corn can challenge
{Q the patience and dexterity of the most determined
diner. The usual appfoach calls for using'a-

_ conventional table knife to cut a pat of butter,
25 ~ and attempting to spread the butter over the ear of
corn with the knife. As most persons realize,
however, the butter pat is quickly softened or
melted by heat from the ear of corn, so that the

pat becomes awkward to manipulate and spread with a

3d -knife. The butter pat may slip off the ear of corn,
not infrequently landing at an inopportune location

on the diner's plate and in any case leaving the

ear partially unbuttered. Consequently, butter is
unevenly spread over the ear of corn or may be

35 completely missing from part of the ear.
10714781, 310297 3108 .. H5.00CK. :,
10/14/81 3102%7 . F 108 .. 10.00CH
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Aftérrthe corn is finally buttered, many
persons salt the buttered corn to their taste.
Although a conventional salt shaker is . -effective
for this purpose, the diner must first put down the

-5 buttering knife and then reach'for the salt.

Moreover, if the diner desires to add more salt
after first tasting the buttered ear of corn, the
diner must either grip the salt shaker with buttery
fingers, leaving a messy shaker for the next

10 person, or else first clean his or her hands before
reaching for the salt.

Various devices have been suggested in
the prior art fdr applying butter or salt to an ear
of corn or the like. These art devices have

15 generally proven themselves cumbersome, awkward or
messy in practice, or have.other practical
shortcomings which have prevented any widespread

acceptance of such devices.

. :
20 ¢ }3j{§ummary of Invention

7 The foregoing and other aids as well as
{;he shortcomings of the prior art are overcome or
substantially alleviated by the food buttering and
_ salting apparatus of the present invention. Stated
25 in somewhat general terms, the present apparatus
includes a receptacle for receiving and dispensing
a quantity of butter, and a second receptacle for
receiving and dispensing a quantity of salt or the
like. The butter dispensing receptacle and salt

30 - dispensing receptacle are configured to selectably

fit together, and are movably interconnected so
that the salt dispensing receptacle serves to urge
'the_butter out of a dispensing opening associated
with the butter receptacle. Once the corn or other
35 article of food is thus buttered to taste from the
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butter receptaclé, the apparatus is manipulated to

- place the salt receptacle in operative position

relative to the ear of corn. The corn may then be
salted to taste, with both buttering and salting
being two parts of an operation requiring but one
implement, namely, a corn buttering and salting
apparatus according to the teachings of the present
invention. ¥

‘Stated somewhat more particularly, the
butter receptacle has a butter receiving opening
separate from the dispensing opening, and the salt
receptacle has a wall portion which can push
against butter through the butter receiving

operning. The salt receptacle may thus

telescopically fit into the butter receptacle, . so
as to urgé the butter toward the butter dispensing
opening. The butter receptacle and salt receptacle
are pivotably attached to each other, allowing the
relative positions of each receptacle as well as
the overall position of the apparatus relative to
an-ear of corn to be easily manipulated by the
user. '
Stated even more particularly, a separate
handle may be formed with each receptacle, with a
hinge interconnection formed between remote ends of
the handles. The hinge interconnection permits the
butter receptacle and salt receptacle to be brought
together in the foregoing telescopic relationship,
while also permitting these parts to be separated

. for ease of cleaning or the like.

Accordingly, it is an obiect of the
present invention to provide improved apparatus for
buttering and salting an article of food such as an
ear of corn or the like,. _

It is another object of the present
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invention to provide improved corn buttering and

salting apparatus which provides a positive force

for urging a gquantity of butter ontd an ear of

. COrnN.

‘ It is yet another object of the present
invention to provide a corn buttering and salting
apparatus in which either buttering or salting may
take place with but a single implement. X

Other objects and advantages of the
present invention will become more readily apparent
from the following description of a preferred
embodiment. '

Brief Description of Drawings

Fig, 1 is a pictorial.view showing a corn
buttering ?ﬁa salting apparatus according to a
preferred embodiment of the present invention.

Fig., 2 is a pictorial:view of the
apparatugﬂ:ﬁown in Fig. 1, with open and
partially-closed positions of the apparatus shown
réSpectively by broken and solid lines.

‘Pig., 3 is another pictorial view of the
disclosed é;%odiment, shown in the fully closed
positionf' , _
- Fig. 4 is a side elevation view of the

‘apparatus as depicted in Fig. 3.

. Fig. 5 is a bottom view taken along line
5__5 Of Fi - 4-
M g .- .l -
o Fig. 6 is a top view of the apparatus as

»'ericted in Fig. 1.

Fig. 7 is a side elevation view of the
apparatus depicted in Fig. 6. ,

Fig. 8 is a section view through the
folded handles of the present apparatus, taken

%
along line 8--8 of Fig. 4.
Ry
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Fig. 9 is a. sectioned elevation view
shpwing the disclosed apparatus applying butter to
an ear of corn. ' ) ‘

Fig. 10 is a fragmentary detail view of
encircled portion 10 in Fig. 9, showing details of
the closure lock for the salt compartment.

Fig. 11 is a fragmentary elevation view
taken along line 11--&1 of Fig, 2, showing details
of the closuren 1oéﬂw1n Fig. 10.

Fig. 12 is a fragmentary elevation view

showing the present apparatus used for salting an

ear of corn,

Clesclosure Of Preferred Embodlment

(} Turning to the Figures, there is shown
9

enerally at 14 a buttering and salting apparatus
according to a preferred embodiment of the present
invention. This apparatus includes a butter
receptacle 15 for receiving a quantity of butter to
be dispensed, and a salt receptacle 16 for
receiving a gquantity of granuiar material such as
salt, seasoning, or the like to be dispensed. The
term "butter” is here used ih a relatively broad
sense to include nondairy spreads such as

‘Oleomargarine or the like, in addition to creamery

butter, . |

Separate elongated handles 17? and 17?
extend outwardly from the butter receptacle and
salt receptacle, respectlvely, and the outer ends
of these handles are joined together by the
pivotable hinge interconnection 18. The entire
apparatus 14 including the hinge interconnection 18
is preferably unitary, and may be formed by molding
of a suitable plastic material. As is apparent

from Figs. 2 and 2, the handles 17a and 17b are

{
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approximately of equal length so that the salt
receptacle 16 becomes located behind the putter
receptacle 15 as the handles are folded back owver
each other pincers-style in the direction of broken
arrow 19 in Fig. 2. _

The butter receptécle 15 is defined by a
pair of side walls 23 ahd 24, an inner wall 25 from
which the handle’l?ﬁ extends outwardly, and an
outer wall 26.° The four walls of the butter
receptacle formia hollow interior butterwreceiving'
receptacle 27, This butter receiving receptacle is
generally'squaré in cross-section shape as seen in
Fig. 6, and is preferably configured to receive a
chunk of "butter 28 (Fig. 9) cut from a
quarter-pound stick of butter. The butter
compartment 27 includes an upper opening 29 for
introducing the butter into the butter
compartment. , _

The butter compartment 27 has a butter

- dispensing opening 32, best seen in Fig. 5, and a

pair of bars 33 span the butter dispensing opening.
These bars 33 function to retain the chunk of
butter 28 in place within the receptacle 27, as

seen in Figs. 9 and 12, and help promote an orderly

flow of butter onto an ear of corn as discussed
below in greater detail. The lower end 34 of each
side wall 23 and 24 defining the butter receptacle
15 has an arcuate shape as best seen in Figs. 4 and
7, generally conforming to the curvature of an ear
of corn. |

The salt receptacle 16 is formed by -a
pair of side walls 37 and 38, a rear wall 39 joined
to the upwardly-extending handle 17b, and the outer
wall 40. These walls together éith the solid
bottom wall 42 form a salt receiving compartment
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41. The bottom wall 42 is preferably arcuate as
shown in Fig. 7, having a curvature approximately
the same as the curvature of the lower end 34 of
the butter receptacle 15, as becomes more apparent
below.

7 The salt receptacle 16 further includes a
closure 43 having a number of salt—dispensing
apertures 44 anh'connectea to the outer wall 40 by
the hinge 45, which preferably is an integral part
of the overall molded unitary apparatus 14. The
hinge 45 allows the closure 43 to occupy either an
open positidn shown in phantom at 46 in Fig. 9, so
that a quahtity of salt or the like 47 can be
placed into the salt compartment 41, or to be moved
to the closed position shown in solid line in Fig.
9. The closure 43 is maintained in the closed
position by means of a rib 51 formed on the outer
surface of the closure wall 52, and by the mating
1ongitudinal groove 53 formed in the confronting
surface 54 of the salt receptacle rear wall 39. As
best seen in Fig. 10, the groove 53 provides a
detent to receive the rib 51 when the closure 43

fully closes the salt compértment 41, The finger

recess 48 formed in the top of handle 17?

facilitates opening the closure 43.

Each handle 17a and 17b takes the shape
of a hollow channel h%V1ng eiterlor surfaces
preferably lacking sharp edges when in the folded
configuration shown in Fig. 3, for ease of
handling. The handles l7a and l?b preferably have

‘a generally U—shape exterlor conflguratlon as best

shown in Fig. 8, so that the folded handles include
relatively-shortwradius rounded cofners 58 which
assist the user in holding the apparatus. The
handle 17b has a pair of flanges 59 flanking the
intérior channel énd fitting within the slightly
wider interior channel 60 of the handle 17a, as
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best seen in Fig. 8. The flanges 59 fitting within
the channel 60 help keep the two handles 17a and
17b in alignment with each other, as the hagdles
aré préssed together. _
The operétidn of the present apparatus is

‘now described with particular reference to Figs. 9

and 12, Shortly before the apparatus is put to
use, a gquantity of salt 47 is added to the salt
compartment 41 and a chunk of butter 28 is added to
the butter compartment 27. The buttering and
salting apparatus 14 is now ready to spread butter
on an ear of corn 62, (Fig. 9), simply by folding
the handle 17b about the hinge 18 until the solid
bottom wall 4% of the salt receptacle 16 contacts
the end of;butter chunk 28 through the upper
opening 29 of the butter receptacle, The handles
17i and 17b are in the relative configuration shown
grip both handles in one hand. By gently squeezing
the handles 17a and 17b as so held, the bottom wall
42 of the sal% recept&cle forces the butter. 28
downwardly toward the butter dispensing opening 32
of the butter receptacle, and the heat from the ear

Y t . . ' . :
in-Fig. 9 at this time, and a person can easily

- of corn 62 causes thé butter to melt and flow past

the bars 33 onto the corn as at 63. The apparatus
14 may be moved back and forth along the length of
the corn, while the corn is held and rotated by the

~other hand in the conventional manner, thereby

spreading a controllable layer of butter along the
entirety of the corn. No salt escapes from the

salt compartment 41 at this time, because the

apertured closure 43 faces upwardly. The salt

receptacle 16 becomes telescopically received into
the butter compartment 27 as the butter 28 becomes

. depleted (Fig. 12) through continued use.
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As soon as the corn is buttered to
satisfaction, the apparatus 14 is easily inverted
to £he position shown in Fig. 12, placing the
closure 43 with its salt dispensing apertures 44
facing downwardly above the corn. The entire
apparatus 14, still held by one hand grasping the
folded handies l7€ and 17?, may now be -gently
shaken to dispense the desired amount of salt 47
onto the previotsly-buttered ear of corn 62,

If a person, after tasting the previocusly
buttefed and salted ear of corh, desires to add
more salt, he or she can simply pick up the
apparatus 14 in the inverted position of Fig. 12
and add more salt as desired. While this person's
hands may be sticky from holding the buttered corn,
this stickiness affects only the handles 17? and
17b of an apparatus which may be cleaned after each
ué%. Thus, the éxisting conventional table salt
shaker (which typically is not washed after each
meal) is spared an unwanted and messy coating of

. butter from persons salting their buttered corn.

It should be apparent that the foregoing-'
relates to but a preferred embodiment of the

present invention, and that numerous changes and

modifications may be made therein without departing
from the spirit and scope of the present invention
as defined in the following claims.
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1. \Qgparatus for buttering aﬁd salting
n

é&/ear of cor

r the like, comprising:

means defining a handle;
., saigd handle means having a first

portion and a second portion, and including hinge

‘means operable so\that said first and second
portions are selectab ¥ juxtaposed;

_ first mdans disposed at said first
ortion and defining a eceﬁtacle,for receiving and
ispensihg'a quantity.of putter or the like:

second Mieangjdisposed at said second
‘ ceptacle for receiving and
1t or the like; and

means associaled with said salt

portion and definin
dispensing a guantity of

raceptacle and selectably operative to dispense the
butter from said butter receptacile.

2. Apparatus as in Claiq 1, wherein said

dispensing means 1s operative iI\n response to

movement of said handle means abowt said hinge
means so as to bring more closely thgether said

butter receptacle and said salt receptakle.
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pparatus as in Claim 1, wherein:
said butter'receptacle includes an
opening for receilving a quantity of butter to be
dispensed, and at astione dispensing opening;
said, t receptacle comprises a wall
portion; and |
said sa receptacle is selectably
movable to urge said wall portion toward said
; thereby to urge the

butter toward said dispensing opening.

:22; Apparitus as in Claingz wherein:
7 said,wall portion comprises the
bottom wall of said salt receptacle; and
said salt receptacle is operative to
enter into said butter receiving opening <4n-

EeSPOnNSes-to--said-seteetive MUVEMETE, SO as to urge

said bottom wall against the butter therein.

.~ Apparatus as in Claim 4, wherein:

, _ aid salt receptacle comprises  an
opening in spaced apart relation to said bottom
wall; l -
closuke means seléétably obstructing

said opening; and

whereby a;% r of corn or the'like
can be buttered and then salted by first urging the
salt receptacle into said butter receptacle while
applying said butter dispensi opening to the
corn, and then inverting said appaxatus to dispense

salt onto the corn.
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pparatus for applying butter and

salt to an artidle such as an ear of corn or the
like, comprising:

 first means defining a receptacle for
receiving and disp

the like:

ing a quantity of butter or

o second( means defining a receptacle
for receiving and dispe
the like; and

ing a quantity of salt or
means movably interconnecting said
first means and secOnd meayps so that said salt
receptacle is operable to dispense butter from said

&uﬂﬂmm%recgp%ae;em-

%g??’Apparatus as in Claim,ﬂ/wherein:

said salt receptacle comprises a
portion selectably movable to enter said butter
receiving*opening, thereby to urge the butter
toward said dispensing opening. |



w03 3
_ . \Apparatus as in Claim 6, wherein:

10

1'5'

20

25

230

35

aid butter receptacle comprises an
opening for rec
dispensed, and dispensing opening having an
arcuate configurna -g for juxtaposition with an ear
of corn to be ed; and

1t receptacle configured to
fit into said butter neceptacle through said butter
receiving opening, so\that butter in the butter
receptacle is urged toward said butter dispensing

opening as the salt receptacle is urged into the
'é%%}/ff- Apparatus. as in Claim/ﬂ{ wherein:

said salt receptacle comprises an

butter receptagle.

opening facing 6utwardly from said butter receiving
opening as the salt receptacle is fitted therein;
._ closure means attached to said salt
receptacle and removably covering said opening in
the salt receptacle; and _
) at least one salt dispensing aperture
in said closure means,

so that an ear of corn or the like
can be buttered and then salted by urging the salt

receptacle into the butter receptacle while

ap?l?ing said butter dispensing opening to the
corn, and then inverting said apparatus to align
the salt dispensing apparatus with the -corn.
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. Apparatuiéas in Claim

movable interconnecting means comprises hinge means
! _

, wherein said

interconnecting said butter receptacle and salt
Teceptacle for relative movement on an arcuate path
defining. said telescopic fit of the salt receptacle
into the butter receptacile.

A4\
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"CORN BUTTERING AND SALTING APPARATUS"

Abstract of the Disclosure

Apparatus for selectably buttering and.
salting an aiticle of food such as an ear of corn
or the like. A separate butter receptacle‘and salt
receptacle are pivotably'interconnected with each
other so that the salt receptacle can fit into an
opening of the butter receptacle, théreby urging a
chunk of butter through a dispensing opening to be
spread onto the corn. After'the corn is buttered,
the buttering and dispensing apparatus may be
inverted in position to salt the corn.

0425-1-0070
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_made the subject of an inventor's certificate issued before the date of this application or before the date of such earlier application(s) in any country foreign to the Unjted States
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IN. THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICEf/ aj\t
. . . A

In re Application of: - 7 )

MARTIN J. WOLFF ET AL, : )
Serial No. 310,297 y Art Unit: 311
Filed: October 9, 1981 ) |
. For: CORN BUTTERING AND 9
| SALTING APPARATUS )

VOLUNTARY DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION

Commissioner of Patents & Trademarks
Washington, DC 20231 -
Sirs: .

The citation of information on the attaqhed Form
PTO-1449, "List of Art Cited By Ap?licanti is made pursuant
to 37 CPR 1.56.and 1.97. A copy ©of each cited item is
encloéed. '

The relevance of each cited item is as follows:

Velpini, Wasser, Selmer '844; Selmer '032, and
Peterson disclose corn buttering devices having an element
sﬁch‘as a piéton or plunger which may be used fof. urging
' the butter toward the corn.

Milewski shows a corn butteriﬂg device with a
butter receptacle havinglwedge;shaped ‘sides, which urge the
‘bﬁtter toward the corn when the sides are moved toward each

other.

517':5'{ Ci ok i
ggﬂmga—pn"\ f
washingich, Y
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Mossel '874 shows a butter and salt spreader for
corn.

Wojecik, Mattar, Mossel '748, Newell, Becker, and

Pratt each show corn buttering devices which appear to lack
any butter-urging movable element, and which appear to be
of more general interest.

The citation of this information ‘does not
constitute either anradmission of priority or a waiver of
any right applicant may have under applicable’ statutes,
‘Rules of Practice in patent cases, or otherwise.

Respectfully submitted,

. JONES, THOMAS & ASKEW

Ity
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5¢E%izb»ﬂ“v/’ic;53§§¥-~hwu
By: Roger T. Frost
Reg. No. 22,176

404/688-7944
- 0425-1-0070
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F{.\'nn PTO-1 U.5. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE ATTY. DOCKET NO. SERtAL NO. :
- : 0425~1-0070 310,297
LISEDF o TED BY APPLICANT APELICANT - ‘
SYOF 1982 ARTCITED BY APPLIC MARTIN J. WOLEF ET AL. D
b hoets if necessary} FILING DATE GROUP i
October 9, 1981 311

L5, PATENT DOQCUMENTS

FEp s

EXAMINER

WITIAL DOCUMENT NUMBER | DATE s NAME CLASS suacus.il!i Fi'fl-éNEGE,PR“lIE.E
_ﬂ% an|2)als 6|12 of /a0 | vorpini: —_— '
{ﬂ% apl 21755 16j 410 8 '7/3,'1"//56 . Wasser B man
W.“ZSl i 844 115757 selmer . o
V/MAD 280! 30327/6/59] selmer P
M se|2l5f2f 7 1.4 9 1044/5h Peterson —f e
=y ’ - = > -
M‘," 2§69 065710,&)@, Mitewski© 7 R —
/@{'m 2i5l6 | 5 8 7 4 8/d8751 msse_l S —
m*” 3713} 54 d 4 5029731 Wojcik e
IW M Iphiof4dsed3/fe/bs] mattar e
f%** DiLl5 974188/&3’/%}’1%55&1' —_
%‘* D1{5 71832@40.1\1%11--, —
- FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
DOCUMENT NUMBER | * DATE CONTRY CLASs | suscLass | TRANSLATION
. . . YES | NO

AL

AM

AN

AD

_AP

QTHER PRIOR ART (Inciuding Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.)

AR

AS

AT

EXAMINER ] : -,

DATE CONSIDERED

"EXAMINER: Initinl if reference considered, whether or not citation is in confarmance with MPEP 609; Drow line through citation if not

Yl 28

in conformonce and not considerad. Include copy of this form with next communicotion to opplicont,

LS COMM-DC 50-3985
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CLASS

FILING DATE
SUBCLASSE | ¢ anPrOPRIATE

A
1l7iglajaly B/It{:/gﬁ/Becker

0la]7ialsls| 5/19/14 Pratt
1

AD

AE

AF

AG

" AM

Al

Al

AX

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS'
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TRANSLATION® ~§
YES .| NO
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AM
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AD

AP

DTHER PRIOR ART (Including Author, Title, Do fe, Pertinent Pages, Etc.}

AR

AS

AT

DATE COMSIDERED

EXAMINER - o -
Mrm

P
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RP-8577-M26
IN THE UKITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK QOFFICE
- RESEVIR
jon of_ :
“Yol£f 2 : R . MAR 11 1982
Title: RN BUTTERING AND SALTIN S '
itle: GORY BUTIHRING AND SALTING EROUP 310

APPARATUS :

+  Examiner: H3
Serial ¥o.: 310,207 :  Group: 282
. ) . q’ ”

Filing Date: 10/09/81 " : Reel: Frame:

POWER OF ATTORNEY

Hon. Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks
Washington, D.C. 20231

Sir:

"The undersigned, Kenneth 8. Kirsner, Assistant Secretary of Dart
Industries Inc., having a p:incipai,place of business at 2211 Sanders Road,
Nortﬁbrdok, Illinois 59062,!owner of the above identified patent-applicatioh,

hereby revokes any and all previous Powers of Attorney and appoints Leigh B.

Egzlgr,fkegistration-ﬂo. 24,046, 2211 Sanders Read, Northbrook, Illinecis
60062, a member of the Bar of the State of California, Gre nCUS0,
Registration No. 29;566,12211 Sandefs.Road; Northbrook, I1linois 60062,

a member of-the Bar of the State of Illincis, John A.‘DoniEEef,.Registratipn
No. 28,293, .2211 Sapders Road, Northbrook, iilinois 60062, a member of the

Bar of the State of Illinois, and Bryant W. Brennap, Registration No. 16,977,

W. 115 Century Road,_?afaMus, New Jersey D7652, a member of the Bar of the
D1str1ct of Columbla, as App11eant s attorncys with full powgr of substitution
and revocatlon, to prosecute said Patent application, receive any Letters.
Patent‘and to take any and 21l other actions with regard te this Patent and
any Lettefs Pafent which arises therefrom.

Sigiied and sealed at Northbrook, Illineis this 1st day of March, 1982,

Respectfully submitted,
DART TNDUSTRIES INC. £, «J/f& é"?’

o el

_gnneth 5. Kirsner
Assistant Secretary

/3 -
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RP-8577-M26
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE ‘

- . - RECERFED
In re Application of : : MAR 11 1882
Martin J . wélff :
T l1 CORN BUTTERING AND SALTING A0up 313
itle: j : .

APPARATUS : = 4L

Serial No.: 310,297 S ?"’3"?2"

. Filing Date: 10/09/81

v
ASSOCIATE POWER ﬂg ATTORNEY

N

s

Hon. Commissionet cf Patents and Irademarks
Washington, D.C. 20231

Sir:

Please n'ecognize Anthony B. Askew, Régisfration No. 24,154, whose
addre;sris 1620 ‘Atla:uta Gas Lighi: Tower, 235 Peachtree Street, Atlanta,
Georgia 30303, and Roger T. Frosl;., Registration No. 22,176, whose address L"'x_
isi1620 Atlanta Gas Light Tower, 235 Peachtree Street, Atlanta, GA 30303
as my associates in the matter of the above identified application with
full powers. i ‘ !

Please send all corvespondence to Jones & Askéw, 1620 l-Atlant..a Gasr Light

P P

Towet, 235 Peachtree Street, Atlanta, Georgia 30303.

Respectfully submitted,

DART INDUSIRIES INC. 5#_/ M q-1-97

SEAL

Gregobky J {_)iancus‘e
Counsel for Applicant )
Registratign No. 29,560



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Patent and Trademark Office

Address:  COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS
Washington, 0.C. 20231

. - Paper No._‘__f-_,____....__
Martin J. Wolff et al. AU 336 ' -
SN 310,297 10/09/81 ) .
THOMAS, FROST, YOUNG, ZIMMER,
& RICHARDS
1620 Atlanta Gas Light Tower
235 Peachtree Street
Atlanta, GA. 30303 -
HATLED
NOV 8 1982
GROUP 330
. 'I;his is in response to the communication 1e the Powzr of Attomey filed . GSI’G#I’GE

. assignee.
L lﬂ The power of attorney to you in this application has been revoked by the applicant—

2 O in view of the notice in this application af the death of
" his power of attomey is terminated.

i, ﬂ:The power of attorney to you in this application has been accepted by the Commissioner of Patents, & Trademarks,

Far Dircctor, Opacation

1. D"me assignee In this application has intervened and appointed an attorney of his own_selection. Further cormspondence
will be held with said attorney. (Rule 36, Rules of Practice.)

5. T The revocation of the power of attomey to ; : has been
entered and said attorney has been notified, Further correspondence will be addressed to you.

assignes
6, [JOn.. ., the applicant appointed
ey additional attorney in this application, Further correspondence will continue to be addressed to you as
) specified in the new power of attorney.

assignes
D On_ the applicant appointed
as additionat attorney in this application. Further correspend will be 2dd d to said attomey, MPEP 403.02

=

8. B The associate power of attormney to you in this application has been revoked by the attomey of record.

Leigh B, Taylor,

Gregory J. Mancuso,

John A, Doninger,
[ Bryant W. Brennan

1620 Atlanta Gas Light Tower ) ,XG .
235 Peachtree Street ar» B Al ppane Ky
At l anta ¥ Geoy‘gi a 30303 * For Director, Operation

f | 703-557-3125



ﬁﬁi’his application has been examined ] Respansive to commuynication filed on

(- . /-:w.\
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Patent and Trademark Office

Address : COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS
Washington, D.C. 20231

F/O2F 7

P TR RO B N O S A e o - Bl

USSRt S e 3

SERIAL NUMBER | FILING DATE | - FIAST NAMED APPLICANT - | ATTORNEY DOCKET NG,

—! . EXAMINER
T

CARTUNIT | PAPER NUMBER

&

DATE MAILED:

This is 8 communication (rom the examiner in churgs of your application,

COMMISSIONES OF PATEﬁTS AND TRADEMARKS

[ This action is made final, .

" A shortened statutory perlbd for response 10 this sctlon is set to expire .;\.z....rnnnth(s!, smrrree-daus from the date of this letler,

Faklure to respond within the period for response will cause the application to become abandoned. 35 U.5.C. 133

THE FOLLOWING ATTACHMENT(3) ARE PART OF THIS ACTION:

. Fatl

! Notice of References Gited by Examiner, PTC-892, 2. [ Motice re Patent Drawlng, PTO-548.
3. zfuuti'ce ot Art Cited by Applicant, PT0-1443 : 4. [ Notice of informat Patent Application, Form PTD-152
5[] tnformation on How to Effect Drawing Changes, PTO-1474 6. {3

Patl  SUMMARY OF ACTION

1.

1n,

1L

w Claims _ /‘—'/0 . : are penting in the application.

Of the shove, claims, i N ate withdrawn from consideration.
{:]' Cialm; ‘ ; - . __ have been cancelled,
O cﬁim . - : ‘ ate aflowed,
W{Jlaims /“'—/ﬁ - . are rejected,
. {7} Claims ‘ ‘ V are objected to.
[_'_j (..‘.Iairﬁs . — arg subject to restriction or efection requirement,

[Il This apptication has been filed with informa_} drawiags whick are acceptable for examination purposes unti! such time as allowable subject

matter is indicated.

r_"_| Allowable subject matter having been. indicated, forma! drawings are required in response to this Qffice action.

{1 The corrected.or substitite drawings have been received on These drawings are {_ ] acceptable;

3 not acceptable tsee explanation).

£] The{™] proposed drawing cotretiion and/or the [ ] proposed additional or substitute sheet(s) of Grawings, filegon

has (have) been m approved by the examiner, [:] dizapproved. by the examiner {see explanation).

{1 The proposed drewing correction, filed . , has been ] approved. ] disapproved {see explanation). Howéver,

the Patent and Trademark Office-no longer mskes drawing changes. 11 is now applicant's responsibility to ensure that the drawings are
corregted. Corrections MUST be effected in accordante with the instructions set forth on the attached letter “INFORMATION ON HOW ¥
EFFECT DRAWING CHANGES™, PTD-1474, .

12 [ Acknowledgment is made’ of the elais for priority undet 35 U.5.C. 119, ‘The certified copy has D been teceived [} not been received

¢ 13

4.

[ been fitéd in parent application, serial no, ; filed on ‘ : :

[T since this application appears to be In condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as fo the merits is closed in

[} other

accordante with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11; 453 0.G, 213.

[

" PTOL.325 {Rav. 7- 62} EXAMINER'S ACTION -
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Serial No. 310,297 . -2-

Art Unit 336

1. Claims 1-5 and 10 are rejected under 35
U.5.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for
-failing to éarticularly point out and distinctly claim
the subject matter which the applicant regards as his
Qf her invention. For Example:

A.}) Claim 1 "juxtaposed":

B.) Claim 2 “séid dispensing means";

€.} Claim 4 "said selective mévement":

D.} Ciaim iO "said telescopic f£it".

2. : 35 U,.8.C. 103 reads: ) )

"A patent may not be obtained though the
invention is not identically disclosed or described as
set forth in section 102 -of this title, if the
differences between the subject matter sought to be
patented and the prior art are such that the subjeét
matter as a whole would have beén obvious at the time
the ‘invention wés made to é person having ordinary
skili in the art to which said subject matter pertains,
Patentability shall not be negatived by -the manner in
which the invention was made". V
3. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103
as being unpatentable over Peterson in view of Wasser,

. Milewski and Mossel. Although, the invention is not



Serial No, 310,297 -3

Art Unit 336

identically disclosed or described as set forth in
section 102 of Witle 35 U.5.C., the differences between
the .subjeci: matter sought to be patented and the prior
art are such that the subjecf matter as a whole would
have been obvious at the time the invention was made to
a person having ordinary skill iﬁ the art to which saia
subject matﬁ:er pertains. Wasser teaches pivoting
of the piston. Milewski teaches pivoting by the use of
an . unitary h,inge'.", Mossél suggests the  above
combination with a salt receptacle,

4, The application would appear to disclose

allowable subject matter, if specifically claimed.

e . BTl
R -  Eaminer
S. Bratlie:rk Art Unit 337
703-557-3501 '

11/15/82
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IN THE U.S. PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE , A7
‘Docket No. 0425—1—0070 @Ifl’fi@
o appiication of ~ MARTIN J. WOLFF ET AL. : _/:59
Serial No. 310,297 ' - 25 7oo
',r:ueq October 9, 1981 | - e &, 4
For: ~ CORN BUTTERING AND.SALTING APPARATUS N | g

T HE GOMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS
: Washmgton D.C. 206231

8ir: |

_Tmﬁsmitted herewith is an amendment in the above-:dentlf;ed apphcataon

,revsously submitted.

% A verified statement to establish small entity status under 37 CFR 1.8 and 1.27 is enclosed.
b No additional fee is required.

" The f_e_e has been calculated as shown below.

o ' : OTHER THAN A
) @ (3 __SMALL ENTITY SMALL ENTITY

REMAINING ,55 gﬂs’“‘& PRESENT | FlATé ADDIT.{ oR RATE ADDIT

.- - A . -
- AMENDMENT D, (EXTRA FEE | — FEE
TOTAL {" 97 MNus|™" 29 =0 | | x=|[s x10=18 g

NDEP. | 3 fmmus|TTT 3 i=p | |xs=|s ' x30={$ 0 ..
G FIRST PRESENTAT!ON OF MULTIPLE DEP. CLAM: | - | +50=|$ [#100=i8

oo ‘ _ B © O TOTAL . 0.
P S ; o ADDIT. FEE _s_ OR TOTAL $ 9

* 7_.If the entry in Col 1is: !ess than the entry in Col 2, write "8".in COt 3 o
~ ** |fthe “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, write “20" in thzs space_
* +.= .t the “Highest Number Pre'viously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, write “3" in this space. .
The “Highest Nomber Pre\nouslg Paid For" {Total or lndependent) is the hlghest number found from the equtvalem box in Col. 1 of
- .a prior amendment or the number of claims originally filed.
i:i Please charge my Deposit Account No. 10-1215in the amount of $..___;....._._.._. A duplicéte copy of this sheet is at_tached.
T A check in the amount of $ ._isattached. =~ -
E The Commisstoner is hereby authorized to charge payment of any addltional ﬂlmg tees under a7 CFR 1.18 for the presentanon of extra-

: c{:il;m: %ssocsated with this communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 10-1215. A duplicate copy of this sheet is
attache : ) .

. | : JONES & ASKEW

/ "“// 7 / Atforney of Record
2BY.  Roger 'I' Frost

0/82

all entity status of this appilcation under 37 CFR 1.9 and 1.27 has been established by a verified statement , '



THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Cot - : j
In-re Application.of: ) g_,ﬂ/’/lﬂﬁn_ﬁﬁ
MARTIN J, WOLFF ET AL. }3£M N

]

Serial No. 310,297 y Art Unit.
Filed: October 9} 1981 ) Examiner: Bratlie
For: CORN BUTTERING AND ) ‘é _C ﬁ:
' SALTING APPARATUS : ) 3-17-43 |

FIRST RESPONSE

Commissioner of Patents & Trademarks
'
Washington, DC 20231
Bir:
Responsive to the Office Action dated wNovember
io, 1982 in the patent application identified above, kindly

enter the f0110w1ng amendments and consider the appended

remarks.

In the Claims

~
Cancel Claims 1 and 2.
Ve ~ , ]
Claim 4, line 2, after Ysaig" insert

-—agxterior--.
; % - -

Claim 4, lines 6 and 7, cancel "in response to
said éelective movement,".
, -~ . ~ L .
Claim 7; cancel lines 2--4 in their entirety.

Rewrite the followlng claims in amended form:

;7:;( (Amended) Apparatus as in Claim [l]é:l{f

- Vherety centify that this correspenﬂeme is bem?
de nosited with the Lnu&d States Fostal Service z
'*t cizas mail in an enveiope edd dressed to
-"‘r wynmissioner o Patems andg rc.aemark
Wachisgton (331, 60 fo %cg*a



http:Application.of

s

wherein:

~said butter dispensing. means comprises a

receptacle [includes] including an opening for receiving 'a

quantity of butter to be dispensed, and also comprises at
least one dispensing opening;

said salt dispensing means comprises a

receptacle [comprises a] having an exterior wall portion;
and
said salt receptacle is selectably movable to

urge said exterior wall portion Eoward said butter

receiving opening - and ‘into engagement with the butter

received therein, thereby to urge the butter toward said

dispensing opening.

ia

Larfﬁf(Amended) Apparatus as in Claiﬂ/£{ wherein:
" said salt receptacle comprises an opening in

spaced apart relation to said bottom wall so as to be

facing away from said butter receiving opening;
closure- means selectably obstructing said
opening; and ‘
" at least one salt dispensing aperture formed

in said closure means,

whereby an article of food such as an ear of
corﬂ or the like'éan be buﬁtered and then salted by first
ﬁrging the salt receptacle inte said butter receptacle
thle'applying said butter dispensing 6pening to_the corn,
and thén inverting said apﬁératus to dispense salt onto the

COrI.

Efﬁf (Amended} Apparatus for applying butter and



N2

P

salt to an article such as an ear of corn or the like,
comprising: 7
first means defining a -butter receptacile

having a butter receiving opening for receiving [and

dispensing] a quantity of butter or the like, and having a

butter dispensing opening for dispensing the. butter onto .

the drticle;

second means defining a salt receptacle for
receiving [and dispensing} a gquantity of salt or the like;
[and]" ‘

means movably interconnecting said first

means and second means and selectably movable either to a

"first position permitting butter to be inserted in said

butter receiving opening, or to a second position entering

said butter receiving opening to urge the butter toward

#said dispensing opening, so that said salt receptacle is

operable to dispense butter from said butter receptacle;
and -

a salt dispensing opening on said salt

receptacle unobstructed by said butter ‘receptacle while

said salt receptacle remains in said butter receptacle.

3

o/
‘ /ﬁf (Amended) Apparatus as in Claim; wherein:

said butter [receptacle comprises an opening

for receiving a qﬁantity of butter to be dispensed, and al
dispensing opening [having} has an - arcuate configuration
for juxtaposgition with an ear of corn to be buttered; and .
-  said salt receptacle is configured to fit

telescopically into said butter receptacle through said

butter receiving opening, so that butter in the butter



receptacle is urged toward said butter dispensing opening

as the salt receptacle is urged into the butter receptacle.

’

A:Add‘the following new claims:

é%/}{{ V‘Apparatus for buttering and salting an
article of food such as an ear of corn or the like,
comprising :

means defining a handle having a first
portion and a second portion;
hinge means interconnecting said handle
portions; .
.butter dispensiné neans disposed at a
location on said first hapdle portion‘ remote from said

hinge means and operative to receive and dispense a

‘quantity of butter or the like;

salt'dispensing meansrdisposed at a location
on said second handle portion remote from said hinge means

andAoperative to receive_énd dispense a gqguantity of salt or

‘the like;:

said butter dispensing means and said salt
dispensing means being located in mutual juxtaposition when
said first and second handle portions are folded along said
hinge means; and H

means associated with said salt dispensing
means . opératiye to dispense butter from said buttér
dispensing meansr with' both  said dispensing  means

juxtaposed, so that the food article can be buttered arnd

salted in sequence by said apparatus.

- ;}}ﬁ{ Bpparatus ds in Cléim}ﬁfi wherein:



- said salt dispensing means is configured to
enter said butter dispensing means and urge the butter into
application with the foodjafticle, as said first and secpna.
handle portions are folded over each other with both ﬁaid
dispensing means in mutual juxtaposition.

)//é. Apparatus as in Claim% wherein:
¢ said butter dispensiﬁg means comprisgs a
butter dispensing outlet and said salt dispensing means
comprises a salt dispgnsing outlet; and
éaid butter aﬁd salt dispensing outlets being

aligned in different vradial directions on said handle

.portions, so that butter or salt dispensing outlets can be

selectably applied to a food article by rotating the folded

handle portions.

REMARKS

Cléim 1 is cancelled in favor of newly-presented
Claim‘ll, in an effort. to define more specifically the
allowable subject matter of the present invention. The
substanée of Vnow;cancelled Claim é is substantially
incivded in Claim 11. Certain other claims also are
amended in an effort to more specifically define allowable
subject matfer, Claims 3~-13 remain; no specific claim has
been allowed, althoﬁgh alloyable subject matter was
indicated by the Examiner in,tﬁe firgt COffice Action.

Reconsideration of the Vpresenﬁ application is
respectfully requested. . -

The present invention is a buttering/salting

apparatus, specifically intended as a single implement



- which a .person can use both to butter and to salt an ear of

corn. The apparétushincludes a butter receptacle and a

salt receptacle, mounted on handle portions interconnected

by a hinge which allows the butter and salt receptacles to
be juxtaposed when the handle porkions are folded along the
hinge. The salt receptacle thﬁs operafes to dispense
‘butter from the butter receptacle while the user holds the
apparatus by the folded handle portions; after an ear of
corn is buttered, the user simply rotates the folded
handles td' invert the apparatus, placing the- salt
receptacle in dispensing xelatioﬁ to the corn.

‘New Claim 11 de?ines the present invention in
structural and functionai eléments,.rénd in ‘an overall
structural-functional iﬁ;errelation of those elements,
which is not’ obviocus in view_ of the cited art. The

-apparatus of this claim includes, among other elements,

first. and second handle pbrtions, and hirnge means

interconnecting the  handle portions. Butter dispensing

means . and - salt dispensing means are disposed on the

respeétive héndle,pﬁrtions, remotely located from the hinge
méans. The separate butter and salt dispensing means are
located for-muﬁualrjuxtapositioh wheﬁ the handle portions
are folded élong the hinge means, so that the "means
.aésociated with said salt receptacle" dispenses butter.

The art applied to reject Claims 1--10 fails to

suggest or teach the structural and functional combination

of the present invention. . This art consistsl of PFPeterson

(2,527,149), Wasser (2,756,498}, Milewski (2,690,657}, and

Mossel (2,565,874). Of these four references, only a

single one' {Mossel) discloses the broad concept of a
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combined butter. and salt spreader for corn on the cob, 'The

other three references-disclose various constructions for

corn-buttering devices alone, None of ° these four

references, considered individwually or in combination,

reasoriably suggests the present claimed invention to one of
ordinary skill in the art. .

Peterson merely discloses a corn butterer with " a

rectangular buttet-receiving receptacle, Wasser and

Milewski disclose corn buttering devices with attached

butter-presSing,members, but neither reference discloses

" the present claimed combination. As to the butter and salt

spreader -of Mossel, ‘it isi not seen how this no-moving-parts

‘device would be combined with the other three references by

one of ordinary skill - at least without using the present

applicant‘s';eaching.
It is respectfully submitted that the present

invention becomes “bbviousiiohly with benefit of hindsight,

‘aft@r;applicantis teachings have been studied and the art

searched to extract references individually showing various

elements of the applicant's invention. The overall

strucﬁdre and function of the present invention is not
found anywhéfe in the cited art, however, and so this
appiicant's contributiqn as defined-ig Claim 11 is entitled
to-patent protection. 7 .

Néw Claim 12 depends on Claim 11, and more
narrowly defines the "salt dispensing means" as being
configured to—entér the butter dispensing - means _and urge
butter iqto-application with the “foed article".  This
structura; and funétional relatiénShiprtles pléce' as the.

first -and second handle “portions are folded over 'each

*



othé;, with béth'dis?ensing means in mutual juxtaposition.
No such arrangement is'even rembteiy suggésted in the cited
art, and so Claim 12 properly is‘patantablé theréover.

New Claim 13, alsc depénding on Claim 11, defines

'butter and "salt dispensing outlets on the respective
dispensing means. These dispensing outlets are aligned in
different_radial directions on the handle porinns, an
arrangement which éermits the butter or salt dJdispensing

optlets to be suifably appliéd_tb a food'article simply by

rotating the folded handle portions. Again, the cited art

is completely devoia of, any teaching enabling one of

ordinary skill to make the cﬁmbinaéion of Claim 13.
Accordingly, that claim i; patentable over such art.

Cléim 3 {Amended) now.deébnds on Claim 11, and is
amended for consistent terminologé-zwith the new parent
claim. . Moreover, 'Ciéim 3 (Amended) now defines "an
_exterior wall portibn" of the sdlt dispensing receptacle;
this exterior wall portion is urged ."...into engagement
with the butter received [iﬁ the butter receptacle]”, to
aécomélish butter dispensing. Reading Claim 3 {Amended) in
the qvetall gombin;tion including Claim 11, +the resulting
combination is nowhere shown or suggested by the cited art.
Accordiﬁgly, Claim 3 (Amended) is prbpérly patentable over
that'apt. |

Claim-4-is amended to define the “exterior wall
portion®™ as comprising the bottom wall of the salt
receptacle. The expression "in responsé to set selective
movemént“Ais deleted from ClaimA 4 in response to the
Examiner's rejection on inaefiniteﬁess. cOnsideriﬁg in its

entirefy the structural and functional combination of Claim
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4, it ié evidént tﬁis combination is pateﬁtabie ‘over the
cited art, M

Claim 5 {(AmendedY, depending from Claim 4, even
more narrowly defines the-present inventiﬁn. Speéifically,
the salt dispensiné aperture obséructsiﬁhe salt reéeptacle

opening "...facing away from said  butter receiving

cpening®, which more particularly defines the arrangement

whereby corn can be buttered and then ‘salted without

clogging the salt dispensing holes with butter. ' No. such

arrangement is shown or ‘suggested in the cited art, and so

_Claim 5 is patentable thereover.

Independent Cla?m 6 (Amended) defines the present
invention in terminology somewhat different from Claim 11,
but - nonetheless defines a structural and functional

combination of elements not taught by the cited art. The

‘salt receptacle and butter receptacle .thus are -selectably

movable to pésitions allowing_buttet to be inserted, or

entering the salt réceptacle inte the butter reéeiving

opening to urge butter toward the dispensing opening. The

combination of Claim 6 {(Amended) further requires a salt

dispensing opening unobstrucfed;by the butter recgptacle

while the salt receptacle remains therein, Claim 6

{amended) thus defines a novel and unobvious combination,
and is properly_patentﬁblé over the cited arﬁ.

o CIaimAT.is- amended to remove an ‘elemént now
substantively present in parent Claim 6. The subject

matter of this Claim 7, together with its parent claim, is

- patentable over the cited art.

Claim 8 {Amended) deletes certain elements now

present in parent Claim 6 (Amended). Fufthermore,_the,word



"telescopically™” is added to Claim 8, providing antecedent
basis for the cofrégpending term in Claim 10. This Claim
8, together with dependéﬁt Claims 9 and 10, define Va
étructural and_funptional combination not. even remstely
suggested by the.prior art of récord, and so the claims
properly ére patentable.

The foregoing is submitted as a full and complete
response ‘to Fhe' Office Action identified above. all
remaining claims are believed to define allowable .subject
matter, with'sufficient specificity-sd as not to be obvious
over the cited art. Accordiﬁgly,_ a notice of"allowanCe

directed to all remaining claims is solicited.

Respéctfully submitted,

404/688-7944
0425-1-0070
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United States Patent Offi

2,756,498
Patented. July 31, 1956

1CC

2,756,498
DEVICE FOR SPREADING BUTTER OR THE LIKE
Fred Wasser, Yonkers, N. Y.
Application January 19, 1954, Serial No. 404,986
7 Claims. (Cl, 30—130)

‘This invention relates to apparatus for spreading mate-
1ial, snch as butter, on ears of corn, toast, or other sux-
faces to which a spread is to be applied,

Various devices have been proposed for holding buiter
and for spreading it on hot cobs of corn, but these de-
vices have been impractical; sometimes becanse of the
inconvenience in using them and sometimes because of
difficulty in cleaning them.

It is an object of the invention to provide an improved
spreader which can be used for buttering corn on the cob,
as well as for applying other spreads to the smrfaces of
other objects. One feature of the invention relates to a
simplified construction which is economical to mannfac-
tore, convenient to wse and easy to clean.

Another object of the invention is to provide a buiter
spreader which is quickly and convenieptly loaded by
merely pressing one end of a butter chamber into a bar
or jar of butter, and without requiring removal of the
piston or other means which are used for forcing the
butter from the butter holder when in use. .

One feature 'of the invention relates to a construction
of the butter chamber with thin sides that will slice into
the butter when the chamber is being filled, but which
are reinforced without interfering with their slicing fanc-
tion. The apparatus of this invention can be filled and
can be wsed for spreading its contents by measnres which
require the nse of only one hand. This leaves the other
hand free for holding the object being spréad on, when
this is desirable of neccessary.

Other objects, features and advantages of the inven-
tion will appear or be pointed out as the description

‘proceeds.

In the drawing, forming a part hereof, in which like
reference characters indicate corresponding parts in all the
YIews:

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a butter spreader made
in accordange with this invention; .

Figure 2 is a top 'plan view of the butter spreader
shown in Fxgure 1;

Figure 3 is a secuonal view taken on the line 3—3 of
Flgl:m 1;

Flgure 4disa face view of the butter chamber, the view
being taken on the line 4—4 of Figure 1; and

Figure 5 is a sectional view taken on the line 5—5 of
Figore 1. )

The apparatus shown in the drawing is particolacly
intended for, and will be described as, a butter spreader,
It it will be understood that the invention can be used
for other spreads of a consistency similar to butter, and
even when the spread is of a sobstantially different con-
sistency. The device incindes a body portion 10 having
a butter holder 21 at one end and a grip portion 12 at
the other end.

At an intermediate location, between the ends of the
grip portion 12, there is a recess 15 with 2 socket 16 in
its vertical face. A plunger 18 is connected to one end
of a plunger frame 28; and the other end of the plunger
frame extends into the recess 15 and has a stod 22 which
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fits into the socket 16. The plmnger frame 20 swings
about the axis of the socket 16, and the parts are so .
proportioned that the plunger 18 enters the open upper
end of the buiter holder 11 as the frame 20 swings about
the axis of the socket 16. The plunger 18 has side edges
26 and 27 which arc surfaces of revolntion about the
axis of the socket 16. The inside walls of the butier
holder 11, along which the sides 26 and 27 move, are
similarly shaped abont the axis of the socket 16.

Further clockwise movement of the plonger frame 20,
about the axis, causes the plunger to travel downwardly
in the butter holder 11 so as to displace butter fiom
the holder through an oper lower end of the holder.
This movement is imparted to the plunger frame 20 by
pressing the thumb against a lug 30 which projects up-
wardly frfom the frame 20, near the rearward end of the
frame and in a convenient position to be reached by the
thumb of a hand holding the grip portion 12.

The convenient removal of the plunger frame 20 from
the body portion 10 facilitates the washing and cleaning
of the apparatus after use, I order fo hold the paris
assembled during use, however, there is a ridge 33 ex-
tending upwardly above the vertical face of the recess
15 and constituting a contingation of that vertical face.
The plunger frame 20 has a channe] 35, best shown in
Figore 3, which extends across the ridge 33 and down
the other side of the ridge so as to prevent transveise
displacement of the plunger frame 20. This prevents the
stud 22 from being pulled out of the socket 16 when the
apparatas isinwuse,

Referring again to Figure 1, it will be evident that
the ridge 33 terminates at an intermediate location be-
tween the sides of the recess 15 so that when the plunger
frame 20 is swong rearwardly (clockwise), as far as
possible in Figure 1, the channel in the plunger frame
moves beyond the end of the ridge 33 and no longer pre-
vents removal of the plunger frame from the socket I5.

Figure 2 shows a top plan * view of the spreader and
illustrates the knurled top surface of the lug 39. 'The
plunger 28 is in a position to expose a portion of the
interior of the butter holder 11, and illustrates the nar-
row width of the side walls 38 of the butter holder. These
side walls may be made of sheet metal or thin plastic, or
other thin material which will cut butter. If the walls
38 are sufficiently thin, it is not necessary that their lower
edges be sharpened in oider. to cut info the butter when
filling the holder.

The butter holder 11 also has a forward wall 40 and
a rearward wall 41 (Figore 4) comstrucied of the same
thin material as the side walls 38, and preferably of one-
piece constructicn with the side walls 38. These side
walls 38, 40 and 41 are reinforced against bending by the
connection of the -back wall 4110 the body portion 10
and by grid elements 44 connected to an intermediate
portion of each of the side walls at the lower end of the
butter holder.

These grids 44 serve the additional function of pre-
venting the butter from falling out of the holder. They
have upper faces which are of substantial width, as shown
in Figure 5, and they have wedge-shaped cross sections.
so that they will cut throngh the butier when the butter
helder is pressed into a mass of butter for reloading the
butter holder. The side Walls cut into the butter by vir-
tue of their narrow width, and the grids 44 cut info the
butter becanse of their sharpened lower edges. As the
buiter passes wpwardly beyond the wide upper surfaces
of the grids 44, it comes together so that the grids offer
a resistance to movement of the butter downwardly in
the butter holder, However, sofficient pressure can con-
veniently be applied fo the plunger fo force the butter
outwardly aronnd the grids when uwsing the invention fo
spread the butter.
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" The preferred embad:ment of the invention has beex
illostrated and  described, but changes and modifications

can be made and some features can be used in different
combinafions without departing from the mvenﬁcm .35
describedin the. claims.

"What is-claimed ist :

1. A device for- @readmg butter or the like, ‘including
* a butter holder mslstmg :of & plurality of side walls en-
closing .2 space’.of substantially wniferm cross section
througtiont its leagth, the-space ‘being open 2t its wpper

. end, and open at its lower end except for narrow com-

pecting means -extending -across said' lower end and be-
tween side walls of the space for supporting a mass of
" butfer in the space, the side walls being constructed of
st sheet material for cutting into 2 trass of butter, =

- body portion of the-device with one end connected to the

batter holder, a phunger ‘that.fits the space in the holder

as @ piston, a frane connected: to the piston, and a pivot

_ connection between the: frame and the body portion and
" near one end-of the frame and around which the frame
swings ‘to move the plunger mp-and down within the
holder, the-ipside faces of the holder being shaped to
correspond to the paths of movement of the edges of the
plunger as the plunger swings. about the axis of the pivot

" connection, the body portion having a handle on the side

remiote from the holder, and -a pressure Ing on the frame
pear the pivot end .of the frame. and iw pos:ﬁun {o- be
.pressed by the.-thumb of a hand thch is gnppmg the
bandie.

-2, The- spx:eadmg dewce described’ in clmm 1, and in

- which said connecting means are bars-extending in. differ- -
.ent directions. between different side: walls of the holder .

for providing. a distribution of the support for the butter
over the bottom face of a mass of bufler in the holder,

. and in which the frame is connscteI with. the body por-

tion of the device by.a pivet pin extending into a sockef:

3. The spreading device: described in clatm 1, and in
~which all of the walls of the holder are of one-piece con-
structionr with ome another, -and said conmecting means
aré. bars-extending across the bottom. of the holder between
different walls fo provide distributed support over the bot-

- tom fdce of a-mass of buiter in the:holder; the body por-
tion and hendle-of the device also bemg of one-piece con-
struction with: the side walls: and 'in which. the frame is
connected to the body portion by = pwot pm extendmg
into a socket.

4. A device for spreading butter or thc like comipris-
ing a holder for the butter cans:smag of a plorality of
side walls enclosing. 4 space which. is epen 2t its upper
end and at least partially open at its lower end, a body
portion by. which the holdér is carried, a ~p1unger that
fits: the space within the holder and: that is movable in
the holder in the manner: of aplston, & frame- connected

_ to-the plunger, a detachable pivot connection between the

frame and the body _bortiom, and. means for preventmg i
‘detachment of the pivot-connection when the frame iz~

within -the angular range of movement, that locates the

plunger-in -the. halder; said msans including 2 ridge and

3 756,408 -
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4 . :
groove, which engage with one another and one of which
is formed on the frame and the other of which is. formed
on the body portion, the ridge and groove being angu-
larty movable with respect-to one another about the axis:

‘of said pivot cornection and in a direction that withdraws

the plunger from the top of the holder and into a position
where the ridge and groove no longer engage with one
another- to prevent detachnient of the pivot connection.

5. The device for spreadmg butter or the like, as de-.
scribed in claim-4; and in-which the frame ‘has an end

- portion which is connected: to the body portion of the

. device within a recess in the side and top of the body por--

15

tion, the recess being open: throngh: one side of the body -
portion for the removal of the frame from the body por-
tion in fhe direction of fhe axis of the pivot connection,
and the forward and rearward ends of the recess having:

. faces that serve as abutments for limiting the angular

25
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movenent of the frame shouf the pivot corinection.” )
. 6. The device for spreading butter or the like, as de-
scribed im claim. 4, and :im which the frame extends jnto
a recess formed in the top.and -ene side of the body por-
tiom, and in whicha't}:te-;pimt::ccnnection- includes a:stud
on the frame extending into a bore in the side wall of
the recess in a directiom eflaendmg toward the open side
of the recess. so. that: the pivot connection: between the.
frame and the body portion can.be disconnected by mov-.
ing the frame aut throngh the open side of the recess.

7. A device for spreading butter or the like:including a
hoelder for the butter consisting:of & plurality of side walls
enclosing a space of substanifally wniform cross section; -
said. space beuig apet; 8t its. upper end. and at least most -
of the cross-section. of the. lower end being also open, 2 -

“body portton of the device extending from the holder

and having a handle.at-one end remote from the holdet,

a plunger-that fits within the holdes like a pzston, a frame’
connected to the phinger, a. pivot connaction: joining the
frame to- the body portion at the end of the handle which. -
is nearer to said -hoder; the inside faces of the butter:
holder being .shaped to the paths of fhe: edges of the
phmger as they swing about the axis of said pivot con-
nection, and.a pressure Jug-on the frame. near the pivot
end of the. frame and mposztmn to be pressed by the
thumb of z -hand which is: gripping the handle :
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_ 1

This invention relates to improvements in de-

viees for spreading and applying butter to corn
on, the cob and the like,

An object of the invenfion Is to provide a

novel and improved device for holding a supply

(Cl. 65—12)
2
and highly eﬂ’ectwe and e:ﬁ'icient for its intended
purposes.

]

of butter and applying it 1;0 an ear of corn oh -

the cob or the like.

Ancther object of the invention is to provide
a novel and improved butter holder and appli-
cator which has substantially no more hulk or
welght than an ordinary table fork or knife; and
has a compartment formed therein to receive a
supply of butter which is then subjected to
pressure for applying the same to the kernels of
an ear of corn on the cob,

A further ohjeet of the invention is to pro-

* vide a novel and improved butter holder and

applicator for corn on the cob, in which there
sre a pair of levers, portions of which form a
handle, the levers forming at their distal ends a
butter receiving chamber with sloping sides, so
that as the user squeezes the levers toward each
other, the butter in the chamber is sgueezed

"downwards, against the surface of the kernels

of an ear of corn or the like, and thus apblied
smoothly therealong as the device is moved
along the length of the ear of corn,

Still another ohject of the invention is to pro-
vide a novel and improved hutter holder and
applicator which is constructed to form a cham-~
ber holding a substantial quaniity of bufter, and
for applying the same o the ear of corn without
any waste whatsoever, and Wlthout danger of
spilling the butier, )

Still a further object of the mventmn is to
provide a novel and improved butter holder and
applicator in which the user can apply the bui-
ter to the corn at any desired speed, the butier
chamber having sloping oppesite walls which
are movable toward each other to the degree de-
sired by the user, to squeeze a greater or lesser
quantity of butter below the lower edge of the
butter chamber for spreading, so that the faste
and desires of the uscr of the device are easily
mef.

Another object of the invention is fo provide
a novel and improved butter holder and spreader
of the type described, which bhas a minimum of
parts, and which can be readily opened out for
¢leaning all portions of the device, s0 as to main~
tain the utmost In sanitary conditions.

A further object of the invention is to pro-

10
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These and ofther objectis and advantages of
the invenfion will become apparent from the
following description of a preferred embodi-
ment thersof as illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, forming part hereof, and in which,

Fig. 1 is & perspective view showing the de-
vice, with its two major leg porfions in disen-
gaged opened oub positions, ready for washing
or cleaning;

Fig. 2 is a perspective view showing the de-
vice of Figure 1, with its leg portions in en-
gaged positions, ready for application of but-
ter t¢ an ear of corn, the latter being indicated
in broken lines; :

Fig. 3 is an enlarged sectional view faken on
the plane 3—3 of Figure 2;

Fig. 4 is an enlarged sectional view taken
substantially on plane 84—4 of Figure 2;.
© Fig. 5 is an enlarged sectional view taken on
plane 55 of Figure 2;

Fig. 6 is a top plan view of the device shown
in Figure 2, and indieating in broken Iines the
opened ouf position of one of the major leg
portions thereof; and

Fig, 7 is a front elevational view of Figure 6,
itustrating the method of placing the leg mem-
bers in effesiive position for use.

-The present invention has been conceived to
make the eating of corn on the cob & more en~
jovable eating hebit. As it will refain and spply
butter evenly and guickly, it will be far easier
to manage and less messy to0 a larger extent
than using a conventional table knive or fork.
Where the latter are used, the heat of the corn
is rapidly trensmitied fo the knive blade, and
as a result of this condition, the manipulation
of the butter with the knife or work becomes
awkward, very unmanageahle, and messy. Fur-
ther, the present high cost of butter makes it
doubly imperative that none of the butter drip
or become lost otherwise.

The device deseribed herein includes a pair
of legs secured resiliently fogether at one end,
and having jaws at thelr cther ends, construct-
ed to coact with end walls fo form & butter re-
ceiving compartment, so that squeezing of the
legs of the device together will compress the
jaws together, the jaws being downwardly di-
vergent, and hence will result in squeezing the
butter in a downward direction onto the corn
on the enh  Tn ardar +n imAawcinnd  nlanule
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to the drawings, in which like numerals denote
similar parts throughout the several views.

As shown, there is a first major leg member
20, formed of sheet metal or other suitable mate~
rial inchiding plastic, which is integral with a
curved web 22, the other end of which is infe-
grated with the second major leg member 24,
As seen hest int Figures T and 6, the web 22 resili-
ently inferconnects the two major leg members
20 and 24, so that when they are in the opened
cut positions shown in Figure 1, and in broken
lines in Figure 6, a substantial angle will exist
between the leg members, as shown.

- The leg members 20 and 28 have relatively
long grasping or handle portions 26 and 28, with

inbent portions 38 and 32 merging smoothly with-

forearm portions 34 and 36 disposed as shown,
and inbent portions 38 and 45 merging with inte-
gral wrist portions 42 and 44. Prom Tigure 6,
it is seen that the porfions 24, 34 and 42 are
substantially paraliel, and that the portions 28,
36 and 44 of the other major leg portion are
‘also substantially paralle]l, when in the position
shown in full lines in Figure 6.

A wall 46 is perpendicular t¢ and intezral with
the wrist wall 44 of mejor leg member 28, and
g corresponding wall 48 is perpendieular fo and
integral with the wrist wall 42 of the major leg
member 24, so that, when in the positions shown
in Figures 2 and §, the walls 46 and 43 are sub-
stantially parallel with each other, and in close
proximity, and in fact substantially in sliding
confact with each other. Butter spreading jaw
walls 58 and 52 are integral respectively with
the walls 48 and 48, as shown, it being apparent
that the wall 50 is in a plane pzrpsndicular to
the plane of wall 48, and intersecting with the
same, while the wall §2 is in g plane perpendieu-
lar to the plane of wall 46 and intersecting with
the same. However, from.Figure 3 it is seen that
the planes of walls 59 and 52 are downwardly
divergent, so that their lower edges are furiher
apart than their upper edges.

Similarly, it is seen thal there is an end wall
85 which is integral with wall 52 and perpen-
dicular thereto, being parallel with wall 45, and
that the wall 58 has an inturned retaining or
locking flange 58 which is infegral therewith
and turned perpendiculsr thereto as shown, so

as to overlie the outer end of the wall 58 of the :
other major jeg mamber 24 which disposed in the-

positions shown in Figures 2, § and-7. 'The lock-
ing flange 58 thus serves to retain the wall or
Jaw 59 againgt expanding further than the posi-
tlon shown In Figures 2 and 6, when the pmts
are in such engagement.

A keepsr clbow member 62 hsas -one leg 64
secured hy welding or otherwise to the wall 42
of major leg member 24 for movement there-
with, angd has a bottom wall or leg 88 extending
cutwards ab right angles thereto as shown, so
that it underlies the wall-48 when in the pogi-
tions shown In Figures 2 and 6, thus blocking
the upward motion of the leg 24 and out of
disengagement with the other leg 28. As o resulf,
to disengage the leg 28 from. the leg 28 when In
the positions of Figures 2 and 8, if is necessary
to move the leg member 24 downwards {o the
position shown in broken lues at 24b in Figure 7,
at whieh it will clear the locking flange 58, and
then allow it to spring outwardiy to the pesition
shown in full lines in Figure 1, for washing,
Alanning and nthar minrmoses.

4 :
ures 2 and 6, to press the dispensing head 76,
which includes both jaws 50 and 52 and the sur-
rounding wall members, downwards into a slab
of butter, so that the hubtter T2 will be scooped
inside the dispensing head as seen in Figure 2.
The dispensing héad 18 is then brought over an

“ear T4 of corn on the cob, with ifs larger open-

20

2b
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ing resting on the ear of eorn in the manner
shown in Figure 2, and the user then merely
moves the dispensing Head along the ¢orn ear
longitudinally in the directions of the arrows 16,
back and forth, turning the corn as the new
kernels are to be covered with butter.

By pressing the arms 26 and 28 together with
his fingers, the user exerts wedging action on
the” butter hetween the downwardly divergent
jaw walls 58 and 32, exerting s downward bias
on the block of butiter 72 which is in the dis-
pensing ehamber between the walls 50 and 52,
forcing the butter downwards against the under-
lying ear of corn and thereon. The sloping jaw
walls 52 and 52, through théir wedging action
onn the butter slowly squseze the butiter down-
ward into constait contact with the hot eorn.
This action. catises the butter o be melied and
distributed evenly over the kernels of the cob. To
further enhance the distribution of the butter
over the corn, I may provide curved serrated
dispensing edges 88 formed in the lower edges
of the jaw walls 58 =xid 52 of the device, the
curvafure of the dispensing edges being adapted
to correspond substantially to the. eurvature of
the corn cob, 50 that there is litfle if any leakage
therepast.

For cleaning purposes, the deviee is unsprung,
as shown in Figure 1, by depressing the leg 24

. 10 the position 24b shown in Figure 7, and may
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e washed and thoroughly cleaned.

Although I have described my invention in
specific terms, it will be understood that varia-
tions may be inade in size, shabe, materials and
arrangement withoui departing from the spirit
and scopez. of- the invention as claimed.

I.claim:

1. A bputber applicator device comprising: a
first. leg meniber, a second- leg member, weh
means interconnecting resfiently said first and
second leg rhembers, first inver end wall means
carried by said first leg member ang extending
at right angles thereto, second: inmer end.wall
means carried by said second.leg member and
extending at right angles thereto. and parallel to
said fivst inner end wall mesans, first jaw means
carried by said first inner end wall means and
miovable therewith, second.jaw means carried by
said second inner end wall means and movable
therewith, said second inner end wall means
acting as guiding means to induce relative rec-
tilinear movement between said firsé and second
jaw means, said first and second jaw means being
dewnwardly divergent fo form therebetween a
butter compartinent, and cuter end wall means
carriéd by said sedoiid jaw medns and parallel to
said setond” inher ersd wall meaxs, and flange

‘means extending substantially perpendicularly

from szid outer end wall means fo block move=
ment of said first jaw means oui of ensagement
therewith; whereby, butter dishosed hetween gaid
first and second jaw means is squeezed dowr-
wardly out theretrom upcn squeezmg pressure o
said first and second leg raember

2. The construction acocrdmg to elaim - 1
wherein said . first and second jaw means have
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5.

spreadable evenly over an ear of corn as the
device is moved longitudinally therealong while
said first and second leg members are squeezed

together,
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) 1 Claim.
. ) o

'This invention relates to tableware in the char-
acter of & manually manipulable applicator for
butter and salt that has for its primary alm fo
provide an uriique, novel, compact and efficlently
operating tool for use on the dining table in
guickly spreading butter and sprinkling salt di-
rectly onto corn-on-the-cob.

One of the important aims of this invention is
%0 provide a butter and salt spreader for corn~
on-the-cob which is provided with means for
positively mounting the pat of butter in place
during its application to the surface of the corn
and which is provided with a container for the
salt to be applied, which container is cooperative-
1y interconnected to the bubter applying portion
of the spreader in & way allowing the confainer
for the salt to be filled when the same is disas~
sembled from the bulter spreading portion.

Further objects of the Inventlon include the

10

specific manner of constructing the spreader, the 20

way of forming the paris thereof to accomplish
the end desired and the uniyue form of the eniire
assembly thai renders the same essy to manipu-
late as well as further alms which will appeax
during the course of the following specification
referring to the accompanying drawing, wherein:

Fig. 1 is a side elevational view of the hutier
and salt spreader for corn~on-the-cob made pur-
suant to my invention.

Fig. 2 Is an end elevational view thereof.

Fig. 3 15 a top plan view.

Fig. 4 iz a sectional view taken on iine IV—IV
of Fig. 1 showing the spreader in place on an ear
of corn; and

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary, inverted, perspective
view of the spreader.

This applcation is a continuation in part of
my co-pending application, Serial No. 639,874,
filed January 8, 1946, now U. 8. Letters Patent No.
2,478,122, dated August 2, 1949, for Corn-on-Cob-
Butterer, and the broad objeet of the invention
about to be deseribed is, in the main, substan-
{ially the same as the primary aims of the nven-
tion deseribed in the sald co-pending applica-
fion.

It is always desirable {o have available a con-
venient tool or applicator for butter and salk
when they are to be evenly spread over the sur-
face of an ear of corn. ‘The spreader now to be
specified is simpler in form than the one dis.

30
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closed in my co-pending application and includes
in addition thereto, s conveniently disposed salt
shaker that iz contoured and so atfached o the
butter spreader as to render manual manipula-
tion easy and effective.

In the form of the invention chosen for llns-
tration, the numeral 10 designates a substantiaily
tray-like body having an externally threaded
bhoss 12 on the top thereof to be received within
an internally threaded socket 14 formed in the
end of the salt container 16. 'This salt confsiner
has a eavity {6 therein which communicates with
socket 14-and therefore, when container 1§ is re-
moaved from assoeiation with body 18, it is pos-
sible to il cavity 18 with g quaniity of sali {o
be shaken therefrom throngh the perforations 20
formed in the fop therecf. Perforations 20 are
opened and closed through the medium of a plate
22 having a number of holes 24 provided there-
through and formed a8 clearly shown in Fig. 3.
Plate 22°is rotatably secured fo the top perfo-
rated wall 25 of container 18 by & rivet or the.
like 26 that allows rotation of plate 22 and, there-
fore, permits holes 24 1o be brought info register
with perforations 28, One of perforations 28 is a
relatively large aperture 28 throngh which con-
tainer 18 may be loaded when plate 22 is turned
to 8 position where one of the notches 36 un-
covers this sald aperfure.

‘When plate 221sfonnedasshuwninmg 3, a
noteh 38 is between each holé 24, and it therefore,
becomes hecessary only to rotate plate 22 through
45 degrees in order to have aperfure 28 accessible.

Body 10 is unique in its ability to support a
pat of butter 32 and prevent its slipping from
within its tray-like confines as shown in Fig, 4.
Body 10 has a pair of spaced, outwardly flared
fAanges 371 extending in opposed relation o boss
12 forming sides of such buiter receiving tray or
ecavity. These flanges 37 are joined by a pair of
spaced arcuste flanges 39 forming end walls for
the butter tray. These flanges 39 conform fo the
eontour of an ear of corn 36 and curve outwardly -
from the bottom of the tray toward the walls 37
with which {they join as clearly shown in Fig, 5.
A poinied, wedge-shaped ear 34 is disposed along
the innermost face of each fange 37 respective-

" ly, intermediate the ends thercof at the inner-

most longitudinal edge thereof. These ears pro-

&0 Ject inbo the pat of butter 32 to prevent its slip-
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ping from place when the spreader is moved-

over the surface of the ear of corn 36. When all
of the butter has been spread upon the surface
of the ear of corm 36, the contalner {8 may he
bhrought into play merely by réversing the posi-

D ' © - 2,585,874

tion of fhe spreader and since the manipulator: 6

will grasp the neck 28 between the first two fin-
gers during the spreading of the butter, it will be
easy to reverse the position of the spreader and

have the same available for sprinkhng of sa,lt:

directly on to the corn.

It is realized that spreaders having physical '

characteristics different from those shown in.

the drawitig and ahoyve described. ‘may.be made

- without departing from the spirit of the mven- .

tion or seope of the appended claim.

Having thus described the invention, what is-

18-

claimed as new and desired to be secured by Let~

ters Patent is:

. In a tableware article hawing a hollow body
- adapted o receive. salt and provided-with gn

inlet opening, & butter spreader for corn-on-the-

cob comprising a member having a part adapted - -

: for removable conneetion with said body in clos- - -

ing relationship in said inlet opening, said mem-

_ thereof opposed o sajid part, thers being & pair
of opposed, outwardly-flared flanges having
spaced; interconnecting ‘walls, sajd flanges and

. said walls defining said edvity, said walls being -
- eub away. fo conform 1o the contour of the sar of .

corn; and means in the eavity for holding 2 pad
of butter thergwith, said body having an hour-

ber being provided with 8 cavity on one face j?‘ﬁ

glass conformation whereby fhe same serves as
2 handle for the member,
MAX N. MOSSEL.
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I Claim. (CL 65—12)

1

This invention relates fo new and useful im-<
provements and structural refinements in uten-
sils, and the principal object of the invention is
to provide a device of the character herein de-
scribed, such as may be conveniently and effec-
tively employed for applying huiter, or the like,
to an ear of corn.

A further object of the imvention is to pro-
vide a ufensil whereby the butter may be easily
applied -in a uniform. manner and with the mini-
mum amount of waste.

Another object of the invention is to provide

2

It will be chserved that the plunger block 1
is complementary to the opening in the recep-
tacle 6, that is, the oufer dimensions of the block
are such that it fits snugly, yet slidably, between
the receptacle walls 7.

.. When the invention is placed in use, a piece

- of butter 4, or the like, is placed in the re-

10

a utensil which is simple in construction and -

which ean be easily kept clean,

An addifional object of the invention is to pro-.

vide a ufénsil which iz pleasing in appearance

and which will readily lend iiseif to economical

manufacture.

“With the above more important objects in view

and such other objects as may become apparént
- as this specification proceeds, the invention con-
sists essentially of the construction and arrange-
ment of parts as shown in the accompanying
drawings in which:

Figure 1 is a perspeciive view, showing the n-
vention in use,

Pigure 2 is g top plan view. of the invention
per se.

Figure 3 is a cross-sectional view, taken sub-
stantially in the plane of the line 3—3 in Figure
2, and

Figure 4 is a cross-sectional. wew, taken sub--

stantislly in the plane of the line 4—4 in Fig-
ure 2.

Iike characters of reference are used fo desig-
nate like parts in the specification and through-
oub the several views. _

Referring now to the accompanying drawinegs
in detail, the invention consisis of a ttensil desig-
nated generally by the reference characler-§, the
same embodying in ifs construction s receptacie
6 having a substantially rectangular configura-
tion and consisting of the side walls T and the
bottomn 8. It will be noted that the receptacle
§ is open at the top thereof and a suifable, laier-
ally projecting handle 9 is secured %o cne of
the walls 71, as will be clearly understood from
 the drawings.

The botiom 8 of the receptacle § is coneave and
is formed with a plurslity of perforations iG,
ihe purpose of Which will be hereinaffer more
fully explained.

A plunger block {1 is slidably and removably

positioned in the receptacle 6, the under-sur- ' gy

face 12 of The plunger block heing concaved com-
plementarily to the aforementioned concave bot-
tom 8. ‘The upper surface of the plunger block 11
is formed with a suitable finger grip 13, config-
wrated substantially as shown.

25
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ceptacle, Whereupon the plunger block Il is po-
sitioned on the piecs of butter, as is that shown
in Figures 3 and 4. The utensil may then be
applied to the ear of corm 15 and the heat of the
corn will be lmparfed to and conducted by the
receptacle 6, so that the butter therein will melf
and pass on fo the corn through the perfora~

- tions 10.

It will ke observed that the bulter may be
applied mwiformly and without waste over the

: entire ear of corn.

It is-believed that the a.dvanta.ges in use of the
invention will be clearly tnderstood from the
foregoing disclasure and accordmgly, further de-
seription thereof at this point is conmdered un-
DECEsSary.

‘While in the foregoing there has been shown
and described the preferred embodiment of this
invention it iIs to be understood that minor
changes in the details of construetion, combing-
tion and arrangement of parts may be resorted
to without departing from the spirit and scope
of the invention as claimed.

What I ¢laim ds my invention is:

A buttering device comprising a substantially
rectangular bubter receiving receptacle open ai
its upper end and having a concaved, perforated
bottom wall conforming to the outer surface of
an ear of corn, a handle carried by the receptacle,
a gravity actuated plunger block siidably mount-
ed in the receptacle, sald plunger block having
an inner concaved surface, and a finger grip car-
ried by the plunger block.

FRANCIS A. PETERSON.
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