
Lawrence J. Vale, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

Week 9 

Larry Vale is Professor and Department Head, Department of Urban Studies and Planning in the 
School of Architecture and Planning at MIT. His current research focuses on disaster recovery, 
comparative housing redevelopment, and urban security. He holds an undergraduate degree 
from Amherst College, the S.M.Arch.S. degree from MIT, and a D.Phil from the University of 
Oxford. He has been a Rhodes Scholar and a Guggenheim Fellow, as well as the recipient of the 
1997 Chester Rapkin Award from the Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning. In 1999, he 
was selected as a MacVicar Faculty Fellow, in recognition of his contributions to undergraduate 
education at MIT. His recent publications include The Resilient City: How Modern Cities Recover 
from Disaster, co-edited with Thomas J. Campanella (Oxford University Press, 2005), Reclaiming 
Public Housing: A Half-Century of Struggles in Three Public Neighborhoods (Harvard University 
Press, 2002), Imaging the City: Continuing Struggles and New Directions, co-edited with Sam 
Bass Warner, Jr. (Center for Urban Policy Research Press, 2001), and From the Puritans to the 
Projects: Public Housing and Public Neighbors (Harvard University Press, 2000). 
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