
WGS. 101   INTRO TO WOMEN’S AND GENDER STUDIES   FALL 2014 
SESSION #5- IN-CLASS WRITING 
 
 
Name___________________________________ 
 
WRITE FOR ABOUT FIVE MINUTES 
 
Frederick Douglass- “Why I Became a ‘Woman’s Rights’ Man” (1892) 
 
Respond briefly to TWO of these quotes of Frederick Douglass.  Underline those statements that you 
regard as the strongest or most persuasive.  Are there any other arguments of Douglass that you 
found convincing?  Use back, if needed. 
 
 
 
“When the true history of the anti-slavery cause shall be written, women will occupy a large space in its 
pages; for the cause of the slave has been peculiarly woman’s cause.” 
 
 
“If intelligence is the only true and rational basis of government, it follows that that is the best government 
which draws its life and power from the largest sources of wisdom, energy and goodness at its command.” 
 
 
“Nations have been and still are but armed camps, expending their wealth and strength and ingenuity in 
forging weapons of destruction…and while it may not be contended that the introduction of the feminine 
element in government would entirely cure this tendency to exalt might over right, many reasons can be 
given to show that woman’s influence would greatly tend to check and modify this barbarous and 
destructive tendency.” 
 
 
“If from the cradle through life the outside world brands a class as unfit for this or that work, the character 
of the class will come to resemble and conform to the character described.” 
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